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OKUL MUDURU SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
DIDEM ERPULAT

GENEL MUDUR HEADMASTER
TODD CUDDINGTON

On June 10, 2015 Mr. Todd Cuddington shared his thought with
Graduating Class of 2015 during his Spring Day address:

Dear students, teachers, parents and honored guests and the Class of 2015,

Today, we celebrate the accomplishments of our Lise 4 class and the end of another
academic school year at the American Collegiate Institute. As we conclude another
successful school year it is always nice to close by coming together on SPRING

DAY to recognize the senior class, to celebrate their collective and individual
accomplishments and wish them well as they prepare to move on to university.

On behalf of the SEV Foundation and the administration of the American Collegiate
Institute, we congratulate all of you for your efforts this year - from our newest

Prep students to our graduates. All of you have contributed to make this year a
successful one.

To the out-going student council executive - we thank you for your positive
leadership and your commitment to ACI and the school’s mission. To our senior
members, your leadership at our school will be missed and thank you sincerely for
the time and energy that you have given to your school. To all of our teachers who
have work so hard preparing their lessons, guiding students and supporting each of
you for the past five years, your commitment does not go unnoticed. |say a sincere
thank you to all of you for what you do - teachers can never receive enough praise,
so again on behalf the ACI administration - thank you very, very much!

Our graduates who will be writing their final university entrance exams very shortly -
good-luck! You know that all of us are behind you and with you in spirit on test day; |
am confident that you are prepared and ready for success.

For all of our graduates who will be entering a new phase of lives very shortly -
whether it is in one of the universities in lzmir, Ankara, Istanbul or abroad, we wish
you the very best of luck. You have made our school richer with your presence over
the past 5 years, you are always and forever a part of the ACI family. With the skills
you have gained and the support of ACI behind you, we know that success is sure
to follow you whichever path you travel.

Sincerely
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Sevgili Ogrencilerimiz, Degerli Ogretmenlerimiz, Sevgili
Mezunlanmiz ve Saygideger Velilerimiz,

Bir 6grenci veya bir 6gretmenseniz eger, mevsimler belirler
hayatinizi. Bir sonbahar sabahi baglarsiniz okul yilina, bir ilkbahar
sabahi okul yilini tamamladiginiz gibi. Baharlar belirler baslangiglari
ve bitisleri, ilkleri ve sonlari. ilk okul eteginizi ve gémleginizi de
baharda giyersiniz, sonuncularini da. ..

Ik okul alkisinizi da bir bahar sabahi yaparsiniz... sonuncusunu da...
ilk okul heyecaninizi da bir bahar sabahi yasarsiniz... sonuncusunu
da... Ve bir de bakarsiniz ki iki bahar arasinda 5 yillik lise hayatiniz
gegivermis.

Bir de kiglar vardir iki bahar arasinda... Hic gegmeyecekmis gibi
gelen uzun ki aylar... Sabahlar karanliktir kisin, zor gelir simsicak
yataginizdan kalkmak. Ama her sabah kalmak ve calismak gerek.
Calismak, tretmek ve yaratmak gerek.

Birlikte calisarak, paylasarak, iireterek isinir soguk kis glinleri.

KIS Kermesi'ni HAVUZ basinda yapmayi ACI'li olmayan birine

nasil agiklayamazsaniz, yagmurda lise kortta futbol oynamak

icin beden egitimi gretmenlerinize nasil yalvardiginizi da
anlatamazsaniz... Anlatamazsiniz kis glini MOLE Day'de yediginiz
karbon dondurmasinin tadini. Zaten, bogaziniz agnidiginda Hemsire
Hanim “Sicak bir seyler i¢c gecer” dedi diye biitiin bir dersin co-op'ta
nasil gegirildigini de bir tek siz bilirsiniz.

Uzun kis aksamlarint MOODS Gecesi, Dans Gecesi, Mizik Gecesi,
Tiyatro Gecesi gibi etkinliklerle isittiginiz gibi, kis tatillerini de MUN ya
da Junior Achievement gezileriyle kacirirsiniz.

Mevzu okul geziyse eger, zaten kar-kis durduramaz sizi, mutlaka
katilirsiniz.Buz gibi havada Anitkabir'de, yagan yagmurda
Bogazici'nde olmak ayricaliktir sizin i¢in. Kula'da Volkan‘a trmanmak,

Didem Erpulat'in 10 Haziran 2105 tarihinde
Spring Day etkinliginde yaptigi konusmadan:

Séke'de pamuk toplamak gibi. ..

Soguk kis gtinlerinde yaptiginiz Yaslilar Evi ya da Kardes Okul
ziyaretleriniz de isitir oradaki kocaman ytirekleri. Kisin okunan
Shakespeare'in ya da “Hakkari'de Bir Mevsim”in de etkisi bliyktir
hayatinizda. .. Cozilen trigonometri sorularinin da. ..

Ertesi gline proje yetistirirken ya da sene basindan yapilacak bir sinava
calisirken kisacikmis gibi gelen uzun kis geceleri, YGS ya da SAT
sonuglarinin ya da lniversite kabullerinin yayinlanmasini beklerken hig
gecmeyecekmis gibi gelir.

Ogrenci Birligi'nin en biiyiik derdi kis bitmeden swearshirt'leri satmaktir
belki, ama Bazaar Day'lerdeki yagmur tehlikesi de baharin en blydk
mdjdecisidir.

Sinavlar, projeler, notlar, karneler derken bir de bakmigsiniz ki yine bir
bahar sabahi amfide toplanivermissinizdir. Artik bir sira daha énde, biraz
daha blydmdts, gérmis gecirmissinizdir. Bu tecriibelerinizle bir sonraki
yila cok daha hazirsinizdir.

Ama énce énlinlizde yaz vardir. Yazlar da bos ge¢cmez sizin igin. Kisin
okunamayip ya da izlenemeyip listelenmis bir siri kitap ve film sizi
bekler. Gidilecek yeni yerler, tanisilacak yeni insanlar vardir. Size agustos
bécegi gibi calip sGylemektense, ¢alisip tretmek, 6grenip blylimek
yakisir.

Unutmayin, yazin ard yine bahar, yine yeni bir baglangictir.

Sevgili Lise Sonlarimiz,

Hayatinizin bu en 6nemli dénemecinde birlikte gecirdigimiz gtizel
baharlar ve simsicak kislar igin size tesekkiir ederiz.

Geleceginizin de hep ¢icek acan taze baharlarla, yeni baslangiglarla,
Atatlirk'tin idealindeki aydinlik bir Ttirkiye'de gecmesini dileriz.

Biz her bahar buradayiz, sizi de bekleriz...
Tesekkdirler....
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zel Izmir Amerikan

Koleji (ACI), 55 yili agkin

gelenegini bozmayarak bu

yil yine eglence dolu bir

senlige ev sahipligi yapti. 9
Mayis Cumartesi giinli gergeklesen Bazaar

Day etkinliginde gencler unutamayacaklari
[ bir giin yasadilar.

"Uzak Dogu” temasinin islendigi etkinlige

gelenler, 6dilli yarismalar, insan langirti,

voleybol turnuvasi, ¢ekilisler ve karaoke

gibi glin boyu stiren gesitli spor ve

eglence aktivitelerinden yararlandilar.

izmir Amerikan Koleji ve Tevfik Fikret

Lisesi 6grencilerinin dans gosterilerinin

ardindan izmir Amerikan Koleji 6grencilerin

hazirladigi tasarimlardan olusan ve tim

kreasyonlari 6grencilerin sundugu bir defile

izlendi.

- Defile sonrasinda, genglerin begeniyle
takip ettigi Poyraz- Karayel dizi ekibiyle
keyifli bir sdylesi yapildi. Dizi oyunculari,
merak edilen sorulara verdikleri yanitlarla
ogrencilerin gondllerini bir kez daha

m o N
iZMIR AMERIKANKOLEJI'NDE
i i il r! () @ () fethettiler.
“UZAK DOGU”ESINTISI! [
“ o ' damgasini vuran Yalin konseri ile sona

erdi. Konser boyunca en giizel pargalarini

A BREATH OF THE "FAR EAST" AT Zﬁ:ﬁ.rw Yalina gengler tim sarkilarinda eslik

ACI Ogrenci Birligi'nin, izmir Amerikan

THE IZMIR AMERICAN COLLEGE!

katkilariyla toplum hizmeti

A

projelerine destek amacina yonelik

9 Mayis Cumartesi giinii Ozel izmir Amerikan Koleji'nin kampiisiinde gerceklesen “Uzak Dogu” temali olarak diizenledigi bu bilytik

Id o B s e op e . organizasyona bu sene Folkart,
Bazaar Day’de Izmir'in gencleri bir araya geldi. ISUZU, izemir Ekonomi Universitesi,

The youth of Izmir got together on Saturday, May 9th at Bazaar Day, which this year featured the theme \L/: rgoErlyiflr:fasraFy,jjlr: ;' gtyogr:cigia .

of the “Far East”, and was hosted on the AClI campus. SMS Gida Olivos, House 44 Cafe,

Before Sunset, Ferruh Filiz Optik,
Marge Restaurant, Republika, Beser
Balatacilik A.S., Ergin Erdem Studiee,
Gozde Plus Clinic, Leyla Maro,
Wonderbag, Mama Mia Pizzeria, Ilin's
Personal Training, Metin Helva, D&R,
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Shine by Pin, Kaya Prestige Otel, Veysi's,
SBA Reklamcilik gibi sirketlerin yanisira
bircok mezun ve veli sponsor olarak destek
verdi.

ACI kept up the 55 year tradition and
hosted a fun-filled fete. The Bazaar Day,
held on Saturday, May 9th, gave the young
people an unforgettable day.

Those who attended this event, based on

the theme of the “Far East”, were able to
participate all day in attractions such as;
competitions with prizes, human table
football, a volleyball tournament, lotteries and
karaoke. After a dance exhibition by students
from ACI and Tevfik Fikret High School, there
was a fashion show featuring garments
designed by ACl students and modelled by
them.

Following the fashion show, the young
people were able to watch the actors from the
popular series have an informal interview with
some of our students. The teenagers were

very interested in the actors’ answers to the
questions they were asked.

The end of Bazaar Day was marked by the
concert given by Yalin in the Amphitheater. He
performed his most famous songs to which
the audience sung along.

This event is organized by the ACI Student
Council with the support of the Alumni
Association to provide financial support for
the Social Service Clubs. This year it also
received support from sponsors such as;
Folkart, ISUZU, Izmir Economy University,
Luna Electric Meters, Aygit Construction
and Géryakinlar, Poyraz Motors, SMS Gida
Olivos, House 44 Cafe, Before Sunset, Ferruh
Filiz Opticians, Marge Restaurant, Republika,
Beser Clutches A.S., Ergin Erdem Studiee,
Go6zde Plus Clinic, Leyla Maro, Wonderbag,
Mama Mia Pizzeria, llin's Personal Training,
Metin Helva, D&R, Shine by Pin, Kaya
Prestige Hotel, Veysi's, and SBA Advertising
as well as support given by many graduates
and parents.

Geleneksel Helva Piknik ile senlendi.
Bahara "Merhaba" demek lzere
1930'larda Karantina Adasi'na kayik
seferleri yapilarak baslayan Helva
Piknik her sene oldugu gibi bu sene
de kampustimiizde coskuyla kutland.
Yetisenler Dernegi Genglik Kurulu
liderliginde organize edilen etkinlikle

eski ve yeni mezunlarin kucaklagsmasiyla
gelenek ile gelecek biraraya geldi.
Piknigin en renkli anlari Yetisenler Dernegi
Yénetim Kurulu tyeleri, okul madarimiz
Didem Erpulat ve 1937 mezunumuz Ayse

Mayda’'nin helvayi kanstirdiklari dakikalard.

Tam mezunlar bir sonraki Helva Piknik'te
bulusmak tzere, kamplusten gizel anilarla
ayrildilar.
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HELVA PIKNIK'TE
COCUKLAR GiBi SENDIK!

YOUTHFUL EXUBERANCE AT THE HELVA PICNIC!

ACI kampUsi, Nisan ayinda yapilan

The ACI campus was full of life in April when
the traditional Halva Picnic was held. The
tradition originated in the 1930s when the
picnic took place on Karantina Island as a
way of greeting Spring. It was celebrated on
our campus this year, with the same level of
joy as itis every year. It was organized by the
Young Generation Committee of the Alumni
Association and underlined the tradition of
bringing older and more recent graduates
together.

The highlight of the event was when the
board members of the Alumni Association,
the school principal, Didem Erpulat, and
our 1937 graduate, Ayse Mayda, took turns
in stirring the halva. The graduates left

the campus with good memories and the
promise to meet again at the next Halva
Picnic.
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FEN VE MATEMATIK
OYUNLARINDA
FINALDEYDIK!

IN THE FINAL
AT THE SCIENCE AND

MATHS GAMES!

Buca Egitim Fakiiltesi'nin diizenledigi Fen

Ve Matematik Olimpiyatlari'nda (BEFMO)
TUBITAK Kuliibii 6grencilerimizden Oykii Su
Okkan, Mehmet Celimli ve Berkay Onur Tiirk
Matematik dalinda, Onur Talu, Can Cetindag,
Sinem Sinmaz ve Eda Semsioglu da Fizik
dalinda finale kaldilar. 30 Mayis'ta yapilan
finallerde basariyla yarisan 6grencilerimizden
Oykﬁ Su Okkan, Matematik dalinda birinci
olarak bizleri daha da gururlandirdi.

Buca Faculty of
Education hosted
the Science and
Maths Olympics
(BEFMO). The

10-11
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following students from our Tiibitak Club earned the right to compete in the final;
Oyk[j Su Okkan, Mehmet Celimli and BerOnur Tiirk for mathematics, Onur Talu, Can
Cetindag, Sinem Sinmaz and Eda Semsioglu for physics. Our students represented us

well in the finals held on May 30th and we are very proud of Oykii Su Okkan, who was
placed first in the category for mathematics.

iYi Ki VARSINIZ!

WE COULDN'T
FUNCTION
WITHOUT YOU!

"Destek Personelimize Tesekkir Yemegi"miz,

her sene oldugu gibi bu sene de coskuyla gecti.
Temizlik, glvenlik ve
mutfakta calisan gizli
kahramanlarimiz ve
aileleriyle cok gulzel
bir gece gecirdik.

Bu kez hizmet etme
sirasi 6gretmen ve
ofis calisanlarindaydi!

Our traditional
"Workers' Dinner”
was celebrated again
this year by all with
great enthusiasm.
Our secret heroes
in the kitchen, our
security team and our cleaning personel had a
great evening with their families. This time it was
the turn of the teachers and office personel to
provide the service.

DILBILIM
OLIMPIATLARINDA
ULUSLARARAS
RASAR|

SUCCESS IN THE
INTERNATIONAL

OLYMPIAD OF LINGUISTICS

Oyk[] Su Okkan, Niltifer Ozhan, Melisa
Yeniocak ve Ataberk Uncuer, Matematik
ogretmenimiz Sule Soydemir ile birlikte
Bulgaristan'in Blagoevgrad sehrinde bu
yil 13.st dlzenlenen Uluslararasi Dilbilim
Olimpiyatlari’'na (International Olympiad
Of Linguistics) Turkiye'den katilan tek okul
olarak tlkemizi ve okulumuzu basariyla
temsil etti.

Olimpiyatlar kapsaminda 6grenciler,
bireysel ve takim calismasi olarak

iki kategoride yaristilar. Dizenlenen
yarismada, cesitli eski dillerde ceviri
ornekleri verilip, 6grencilerin analitik
distince ve problem ¢ézme yetenekleriyle
o dilin kurallarini kesfetmesi ve sorulari
yanitlamasi beklendi. Yarisma 29 dlke,

43 takim ve 165 6grencinin katilimiyla
Blagoevgrad sehrindeki Amerikan
Universitesi'nin ev sahipliginde gerceklesti.
29 degisik tlkeden 6grencinin bulustugu
olimpiyatta 6grencilerimiz hem ulkelerini

tanitma hem de degisik kiltirleri tanima
firsati buldu.

DILBILIMININ MATEMATIKLE ILiSKiSi
Matematik Ogretmenimiz Sule Soydemir;
“Linguistik, dili bir sistem olarak géren

ve niteligini, yapisini, birimlerini ve
dénustmlerini inceleyen bilim dalidir.
Dillerin olusum, gelisim ve kurallarini
sifreleyerek matematiksel bir temele
oturtarak, diziler ve desenler ortaya cikararak
¢ozmesi sebebiyle matematikgilerin

ilgi odagi olmustur. 29 tlkenin katildig
etkinlige Turkiye'den katilan tek okul olarak,
ogrencilerimiz tlkemizi ve okulumuzu
basariyla temsil ederken, bu yolla sunum
becerilerini, analitik diistinme ve problem
¢cozme yeteneklerini de gelistirme firsati

yakaladilar” dedi.

One of our mathematics teachers, Sule
Soydemir, along with students Oykii Su

Okkan, Niltifer Ozhan, Melisa Yeniocak

and Ataberk Uncuer, went to the city of
Blagoevgrad, in Bulgaria, to attend the 13th
International Olympiad Of Linguistics. ACI
was the only Turkish school attending and

represented both our school and country with
great success.

Our students competed in two categories;
individual and team. The students were
presented with translated texts from a number
of ancient languages and were expected

to discover the rules of those languages

and answer questions using an analytical
approach and problem solving skills. Taking
part in the Olympiad were 29 countries,

43 teams and 165 students. The Olympiad
was held on the campus of the American
University, Blagoevgrad. Our students were
able to learn about other countries and
different cultures.

THE CONNECTION BETWEEN
LINGUISTICS AND MATHEMATICS
According to our maths teacher,Sule
Soydemir; “Linguistics is a branch of
science which examines the features,
structure, units and changes within a
language system. By coding the formation,
development and rules of a language

and tying it a mathematical principle,

the resulting sequences and patterns

have always been a focus of interest for
mathematicians. We were the only school
from Turkey amongst the 29 schools
participating and our students not only
represented their school and country

with pride but also had the opportunity to
develop their presentation skills, as well as
those skills required for analytical thinking
and problem solving.”
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Yoneticilerimiz, yenilenen belgemizi, CIS temsilcileri David Osler;
ve Kay Mongardi'nin elinden aldilar.
Our administrators received the re-accredition plague from
the CIS representatives, David Oslfmn Mongardi.

EGITIM KALITEMIZ BIR KEZ
DAHA TESCILLENDI!

WORLD-CLASS EDUCATION AT ACI!

15 Aralik 2015 giinii, ACl yonetimi olarak
Uluslararasi Ohkullar Konseyi- CIS’ten almis
oldugumuz mutlu bir haber sayesinde okulumuzia
tekrar gururlandik. CIS, resmi raporumuzun
tamamlanmis ve CIS akreditasyonumuzun bir kez
daha onaylanmus oldugunu tarafimiza bildiriyordu.

On Monday, December 15,2014 the ACI
administration received some great news
from CIS (Council of International
Schools) - our official self-study report was
completed and we had received our
CIS re-accreditation authorization.

ilindigi tzere CIS, ilkdgretim ve lise diizeyindeki okullarin,
ongorulen kalitede egitim verdigini onaylayan, diinyaca
taninmis saygin bir kurulustur. Konsey, Gyesi olan okullari
dinya standartlarinda kalite kriterleri ile degerlendirir.

Kriterlere uygun okullara Turkcede “denklik” olarak ifade
edebilecegimiz "akreditasyon” belgesi verir.

Akreditasyon belgesinin alinmasi okullar icin uzun ve yodun bir calisma

gerektirir. Okulumuz, 1994 yilinda egitim kalitesinin uluslararasi bir
kurulus tarafindan belgelenmesi amaci ile o yillardaki yetkili kurulus
olan Avrupa Okullar Konseyi (European Council of International
Schools- ECIS)'ne bagvurmus ve Tirkiye'nin akredite edilen ilk
egitim kurumu olmustur. CIS'i egitim diinyasi i¢in dnemli kilan, kalite

standardini yakalamayi degil, stirekli hale getirmeyi hedef gostermesidir.
Akreditasyonun yenilenme slireci de en az belgelenme sireci kadar titiz

bir emek gerektirir. ACI'in akreditasyonu daha énce de 2003 ve 2008
yillarinda CIS tarafindan bu gozle tekrar degerlendirilip yenilenmisti.
2014 yilini, egitim kalitemizi bir kez daha tescil ettirerek bitirmekten
mutluluk duyduk.

CIS 6zdegerlendirme surecindeki ve CIS ekibinin ziyareti sirasindaki

katkilarindan dolayi emegi gegen tim 6grencilerimize, 6gretmenlerimize,

personelimize, mezunlarimiza ve velilerimize tesekkir ediyoruz. Bu
onemli siirece adanmis saatler boyu stiren caligmalar, strekli gelisim
yoénundeki arayisimizda bizlere yardimci olacaktir.

CIS AKREDITASYONU'NUN
AMACINEDIR?

WHAT IS THE AIM
OF THE CIS
ACCREDITATION?

e Okulun egitim ve 6gretimin tim asamalarinda
mikemmelligi hedeflemesini saglar.

¢ Acik sekilde belirlenmis hedefler ve standartlarla
ylksek kaliteli bir egitim-6gretim programini garanti
altina alr.

e Okulun gtgli ve zayif yonlerinin farkinda olup
surekli gelisimle eksikleri tamamlamasini saglar.

e Diinyadaki benzer okullarla karsilastirarak kiresel
ortamda kendini sinamasina olanak verir.

e |t ensures that the school targets perfection at all stages
of education.

e |t guarantees a high-quality education program through
clearly defined objectives and standards.

e [t ensures that the school becomes aware of its strong and
weak points and completes its shortcomings through continuous
development.

e |t enables schools to test themselves globally through comparisons
with similar schools across the world.
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As it is known, the CIS (Council of International Schools) is
a respectable institution of world-wide fame, which certifies
primary schools and high schools that provide education
at the prescribed quality. The council evaluates member
schools against world-class quality criteria. It awards schools
that meet the criteria with an "accreditation” certificate.

An accreditation certificate means long hours of labor-
intensive effort for schools. In order that its education
quality would be certified by an international institution, in
1994 ACl applied to the European Council of International
Schools (ECIS), which was the certified body of those years,
and became the first accredited education institution

of Turkey. What makes CIS important for the education
world is that it strives not to reach the quality standard but
to sustain it. In 2003, 2008 and recently in 2014, the ACI
accreditation was re-evaluated by CIS in this light and was
renewed.

At this point, we would like to thank our students, teachers,
staff, parents and alumni for their great input in the CIS Self
Study and their valuable participation during the visiting
team meetings. The many hours of work that were devoted
to this important process will help us in our quest for

continuous improvement.
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MUN FRENCH MFNU KONFERANS|
VAN GOGH LISESI LAHEY, HOLLANDA

Ash Kokuludag / Lise 2

Lahey'deki MFNU Konferansi hepimiz igin 6gretici bir konferansti.

Orada bulunan bir ¢cok kisinin Fransizcasi Ust dizeydi veya

ana dilleriydi. Dolayisiyla yazilan maddeler veya ¢éziimler Ust
seviyede kelime bilgisiyle doluydu. Ug giinliik siirecte hem
diger Ulkelerden gelenlerle kaynastik, arkadas olduk hem de
problemleri ¢dzmek icin ugrastik, duyarliligimiz artti. Konferansin
bitiminde Amsterdam'a gittik. Grup grup Amsterdam’i gezdik.
Eglenceli ve 6gretici bir geziydi.

Elif Hoscoskun / Lise 3

Fransizca MUN gezisi i¢in 26 Mart giinii Hollanda'ya ucakla
gittik. Oraya vardigimizda bizi karsilayan otobisimizle Lahey'e
gidip otelimize yerlestikten sonra aksam yemegi icin yakin
cevredeki bir restorana gittik. Ertesi gin konferansin ilk giintydua
ve 6gleden dnce agilis seremonisi ile gecti. Seremoniden sonra
herkes komitelere dagildi ve komitelerde lobbying yapildh.
Cozum onerilerimizi komitelerimizdeki diger delegelerlerin
¢6zUm oOnerileriyle birlestirerek ortak bir calisma ¢ikarttigimiz
lobbyingten sonra miinazaralar basladi. ilk giinii béylece bitirip
aksam yemedi icin sehir merkezine indik. Buradaki serbest
zamanimizda sehri gérme firsati bulduk. Konferansin ikinci gina,
sunulan ortak ¢ézim &nerilerinin tartismalariyla gecti.

Son giin assemble generale de olan insan haklari, ekonomik

ve sosyal komite gibi komiteler burada son bir kez daha en
genel ¢ozim onerileri Gzerine tartisip fikirlerini sunarken

burada bulunmayan Givenlik Konseyi gibi komiteler de komite
odalarinda miinazaralarini tamamladilar ve kapanis seremonisine
gecildi. Konferansin bitisinin ardindan otobisle Amsterdam'a
gecip rehber esliginde sehir turu yaptik ve Van Gogh miizesini
gezdik. Gezimizin son gliniinde ise Amsterdam'i kendi arkadas
gruplarimizla gezme firsati bulduk. 30 Mart glini aksami
Amsterdam'dan ucagda binip 31 Mart sabaha karsi izmir'e indik.
Bizim i¢in hem akademik hem de sosyal acidan ¢ok faydali bir
gezi oldu. Basta bize eslik eden 6gretmenlerimiz olmak tizere
emegdi gecen herkese ¢ok tesekkir ederim.

14-15

Sinem Demirkan / Lise 1

Fransizca MUN Kulibi'niin Lahey'de katildigi konferans benim

icin bol eglenceli ve gelecekteki meslek secimim acisindan ¢ok
yararl gecti. Ayrica Hollanda'nin iki dnemli sehri olan Lahey ve
Amsterdam’da gezme firsati bulduk ve hepimiz ¢cok etkilendik.

Bize eslik eden Burcin Ozseven ve Elif Yurtseven 6gretmenlerimiz
bize her konuda cok yardimci ve destek oldular. ilk tic giin Lycee
Van Gogh'da yer alan MFNU (Modéle francophone des Nations
Unies) konferansa katilan sayili Turk okullarinin arasina girme
gururuna sahip olduk. Konferansa katilan okullarin hepsi ya

Fransiz okullarindan geliyor ya da anadilleri olarak Fransizcayi
kullaniyorlardi. Bu duruma alismakta basta zorlandiysak da gitme
vakti geldiginde hepimiz keske birkag giin daha olsaydi dedik. Oyle
ki dénls ucaginda konferansta konugsmadigimiz kadar Fransizca
konusmus olabiliriz... Bu Gi¢ giin boyunca temsil ettigimiz Glkelerle
diinya sorunlarina ¢éztimler Urettik, cesitli uluslardan arkadaslarimiz
oldu ve farkli bir kiltirt tanimis olduk. (Farkh bir yemek kiltirint
de tabi!) Hatta benim bulundugum ekonomik ve sosyal komitede
birleserek bir ¢6ziim dnergesini konseyden gecirdik. Ayni sekilde
Guvenlik Konseyi ve insan haklari komitelerindeki arkadaslarimiz
da dnergelerini tartisti ve basarili oldular. Bu yogun gecen glnlerin
aksamlarinda da lobide oturup kart oynadigimiz da oldu, sehir
merkezinde en yakin hamburgeciyi aradigimiz da... Konferansin
bittigi glin ise hemen Uzerimizi degistirip Amsterdam’a yola
koyulduk. Orda bizi karsilayan rehber bize sehir hakkinda genel
bilgiler verdikten ve tur attirdiktan sonra Van Gogh Mizesi'ne
vardik. Her yerde gérmeye alisik oldugumuz aycigekleri tablosunun
aslini ve diger Unli tablolar gérme firsatimiz oldu. Miizeden

sonra yarim gin boslugumuzda da olmazsa olmaz Hard Rock
Cafe'ye gitmeyi tercih ettik. Ertesi glin de saat 16:00'ya kadar olan
boslugumuzda durmadan dolastik, Anne Frank'in evini gérdik ve
magazalari dolastik. Artik havaalanina vardigimizda hepimiz bitmis
halde Tiirk Hava Yollari'nin yemek servisini bekliyorduk. iki saatlik
rotar biraz umut kirici olsa da sonunda ugaga bindigimizde hepimiz

¢cok mutluyduk. Burgin Hanim ve Elif Hanim otelden ucaga kadar her

seyimizi ayarlamiglardi. Bence hepimiz icin cok eglenceli ve yararli
bir deneyimdi. Seneye de ayni sekilde gitmek isterim.
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MUN FRENCH MFNU CONFERENCE

VAN GOGH HIGH SCHOOL THE HAGUE, HOLLAND

Aslh Kokuludag / HS 2

The MFNU conference in The Hague was a learning experience
for us. Many of the participants spoke a high level of French

and for many it was their mother tongue. For this reason, the
proposals and the resolutions contained a lot of high level
vocabulary. During the three days of the conference we mixed
with participants from other countries, made new friends,
worked hard on the resolutions and raised our awareness. After
the conference we travelled to Amsterdam. We split into groups
and went sightseeing. It was both an educational and fun trip.

Elif Hoscoskun / HS 3

We flew to Holland on March 26th, to attend the French

MUN. On our arrival we were taken by bus to the Hague. After
settling into our hotel we went to a nearby restaurant to have
dinner. The next day was the first day of the conference and the
morning was taken up by the opening ceremony. After it had
finished, everyone divided into their committee groups where
the lobbying began. Our resolutions were merged with the
resolutions of the other delegates in our own committees. After
joint lobbying the debates began. At the end of a long day we
went into the city center to have dinner. We were allowed free
time in which we were able to do some sightseeing. The second
day of the conference was spent debating the resolutions.

The last day, at the General Assembly, committees such as

the Human Rights Committee, the Economics and Social
Committees debated the resolutions, once more and presented
their ideas. Those committees not present, such as national
security, completed their debates in the committee rooms. The
conference concluded with the closing ceremony. We boarded
a bus to Amsterdam where we were given a guided tour of

the city. We also visited the Van Gogh museum. On the last

day of the trip we split up into groups and went sightseeing
with our friends. We left Amsterdam on the evening of March
30th, arriving in Izmir early in the morning on March 31st. We
benefitted from this trip greatly, both academically and socially.
We thank everyone who was involved in arranging this trip, but
especially the teachers who accompanied us.

Asli Kokuludag

Sinem Demirkan /HS 1

Attending the conference in the Hague was very beneficial for me
both as a great source of fun and as a means of selecting my future
career. We also had the opportunity to visit Holland's two main cities;
the Hague and Amsterdam. The two teachers accompanying us,
Burcin Ozseven and Elif Yurtseven, were very helpful and supportive.
We are very proud to be one of the very few Turkish schools
attending this MFNU (Model French United Nations) conference,
which was held for the first three days in the Van Gogh High School.
The rest of the schools attending where either schools teaching
through French or the students’ mother tongue was French. Although
we had difficulty adapting to this situation in the beginning, but by
the end of the conference we were all wishing we could spend more
time together. | believe we spoke more French on the journey home
than we did even at the conference.

During the three days of the conference we produced solutions to
World problems on behalf of the countries we represented , we
made friends from many different countries and experienced a new
culture, (and of course a new food culture!). | was a delegate in the
economic and social committee where we combined our resolutions
into one which made it to the resolution council. Our friends in the
Security Council and Human Rights Council also had their resolutions
debated with the same success. At the end of these long and tiring
days we would sometimes sit in the hotel lobby and play cards or go
in search of the nearest hamburger cafe. At the end of the last day

of the conference, we got changed and set off for Amsterdam. We
were met by a tour guide who gave us information about Amsterdam
and who, after a city tour, took us to the Van Gogh Museum. We

were able to see the Van Gogh originals of which we had only seen
reproductions before. On exiting the museum we decided to use

the rest of our half day to go to the Hard Rock Cafe. The next day,
until 16:00, we spent the whole time sightseeing. We saw Anne
Frank’s house and went shopping. By the time we got to the airport
we were exhausted and looking forward to the meal to be served

on our Turkish Airlines flight. Our dreams were dashed slightly when
the flight was delayed for two hours but eventually we boarded the
plane. Burcin Hanim and Elif Hanim had arranged everything for us
from flights to hotels. | think it was a fun and beneficial experience for
us. I hope | will be able to participate again, next year.
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LA CONFERENCE MUN FRANCOPHONE MFNU

LYCEE VAN GOGH, LA HAYE, HOLLANDE

Ash Kokuludag / Lycée 2

La conférence MFNU a La Haye a été vraiment trés enrichissante pour
nous. La plupart des éléves qui ont participé a cette conférence utilisaient
le francais comme langue maternelle ou bien comme premiére langue
étrangere. Les résolutions écrites avaient donc de nombreux mots que
nous avions des difficultés a comprendre. Pendant les trois jours, nous
avons a la fois essayé de résoudre les probléemes du monde et rencontré
des amis qui venaient du monde entier. Apres la conférence, on a eu
l'occasion d'aller a Amsterdam pour visiter la ville. C'était un voyage tres
amusant.

Elif Hoscoskun / Lycée 3

Pour la conférence MFNU, nous sommes allés en avion aux Pays-Bas le 26
Mars. Apres étre arrivés a Lahey, nous avons pris le bus pour passer a notre
hotel. Le premier soir, nous sommes allés dans un bon restaurant italien pour
diner. Le lendemain, c'était le premier jour de la conférence. Apres avoir
participé a la cérémonie d'ouverture, tout le monde s'est trouvé assis dans
son comité pour commencer a faire des débats. Le soir, nous sommes allés
au centre-ville pour manger et faire un peu de courses. Le deuxiéeme jour de
la conférence s'est passé encore avec de longs débats sur les résolutions. Le

dernier jour, nous étions a I'’Assemblée Générale avec tous les autres comités.

Quand la cérémonie de cléture a fini, nous avons pris le bus pour aller cette
fois a Amsterdam. La-bas, nous avons d'abord fait une petite promenade
avec notre guide hollandais, puis, nous avons visité le musée Van Gogh qui
était intéressant. Le dernier jour de notre voyage, nous avions enfin du temps
libres pour découvrir cette belle ville. Le 31 Mars, nous sommes retournés en
avion & lzmir et arrivés vers le matin vraiment trés fatigués. C'était un voyage
qui était non seulement enrichissant sur le plan social et culturel pour nous.
Je remercie beaucoup mes professeurs qui nous ont donné cette chance de
participer a une telle conférence.

16-17

Sinem Demirkan / Lycée 1

La conférence, a laquelle le club MUN a participé, était
trés amusante. C'était aussi trés efficace pour définir
mon futur métier. Nous avons eu aussi la chance de

voir les deux villes importantes des Pays-Bas : La

Haye et Amsterdam. Nos professeurs qui nous ont
accompagnés : Mesdames Burcin Ozseven et Elif
Yurtseven, nous ont beaucoup aidés. En participant

a cette conférence, ACl est devenue l'une des écoles
turques qui ont partagé cette belle ambiance avec les
autres écoles étrangéres. Les écoles qui ont participé
étaient des écoles francaises ou bien qui enseignent

le frangais comme premiére langue étrangére. Au
début, nous avions donc des difficultés a nous habituer
mais lorsque la conférence a fini, nous aurions encore
voulu rester quelques jours de plus. Pendant les trois
jours, nous avons essayé de trouver des solutions a

des problémes communs du monde. Nous avons
maintenant plusieurs amis étrangers et, en plus nous
connaissons une autre culture. Aprés la conférence,
nous sommes allés a Amsterdam. Notre guide nous

a présenté cette ville magnifique en donnant des
informations surtout utiles. Nous avons visité le musée
Van Gogh. Nous avions envie d'aller au « Hard Rock Cafe
»'et nous avons réussi a y aller. Le lendemain, nous avons
vu la maison d’Anne Frank et fait des courses.

Méme si nous étions un peu tristes a cause d'un retard
d‘avion, nous nous sentions trés heureux a l'aéroport.
C'était vraiment une grande expérience pour moi et mes
amis. Lannée prochaine, j'aimerais encore participer aux
conférences de MUN en frangais.
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Share Campus Life!

Cl Live, ilk Cl Live, was born
olarak 2010- inthe 2010-2011
2011 6gretim academic year as
yilinda Lise 3 the Grade 11 Web
Web Tasarim Design class. This

dersi olarak baslamisti. Bes adventure began with just five .

6grenciyle baslayan bu seriiven students and now has forty-five \
su anda kirk bes 6grenciyle devam N
etmektedir. ACI Live, ACl kampisiinde
o
i

gergeklesen dnemli etkinlikleri canli

members. ACI Live through live broadcasts
, shares any important events, which are
taking place on the ACI campus, with

yayin araciligiyla izmir Amerikan graduates, parents or students who were
Koleji mezunlari, velileri veya o glinki not at school on the day of the event. Since
etkinlikte okulda olamayan 6grencileriyle 2011, the ACI Live Club has been filming
birlikte paylasir. 2011 yilindan bu yana events and the number of participants
cekimlerine devam eden ACI Live in the club continues to increase and the
kadrosu geliserek ve giderek biyiyen members continue to develop and learn.
Uye sayisiyla Turkiye'de lise seviyesinde The club is the first of its kind, at the high

ilk canli yayin kulGbuddr. school level, in Turkey.
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HER CEKiM YENI BiR DENEYIM

ACI Live, okulumuz i¢in édnemli etkinlikleri,
okul disindaki insanlarla da canli yayin
sayesinde bulusturmayi basardi. Bu sene
ortalama otuz yayin yaptik; bunun icinde
bir saatlik yaymimiz da vardi, on bir saatlik
de. Profesyonel G¢ kamerayla ihtiyaca
bagdli olarak mikrofon ve kisi sayisini
belirliyoruz. Yaymlarimizi spor yayinlari,
sanat yayinlari, agik-kapali alan, tek-coklu
kamera vb. sekilde grupluyoruz. Boylelikle
cekimi planlamamiz ve arsivlememiz daha
kolay oluyor.

YAPTIGIMIZ HER YAYINDA

YAYIN KALITEMIZi ARTIRMANIN
MUTLULUGUNU YASIYORUZ
Edindigimiz deneyimlerle her yeni
yayinda eksiklerimizi kapatiyoruz.
Yayinlarimizi genellikle iki tecribeli iki
acemi Uyemizle yapiyoruz. Bu sayede
acemi 6grencilerimiz ¢ekimlerin ve
kurulumun nasil yapilacagini daha

iyi 6greniyor ve her yayin onlar igin

bir egitim &zelligi tasiyor. Bir yaymin
oncesinde gerceklesecek olayla ilgili bilgi
alip sunumlanimiza hazirlkh geliyoruz.
Bununla birlikte yayin aralarinda ve
sonrasinda réportaj yapacagimiz kisileri
ongorip kisiye ve programa gére 6zenle
sorular hazirlyoruz.

Canliyayin yapmanin riskini her ¢cekimde
yastyoruz. Acik havada yaptigimiz
cekimlerde olumsuz hava kosullar, spor
cekimlerinde spor spikeri gereksinimi ve
fazla kamerayla yaptigimiz ¢cekimlerde
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EVERY FILMING SESSION IS A NEW
EXPERIENCE

ACI Live, through live broadcasts, has
succeeded in bringing important events at
the school to those off campus. This year we
have done about thirty broadcasts which
included broadcasts of one hour up to one
of eleven hours. Depending on the nature
of the event we have three professional
cameras at our disposal and we determine
the number of microphones and personnel
needed to cover the event.

We group events, for example sports or arts
events, open-air or indoor events, using
single or multiple cameras, etc. In this way
it is easier to plan the broadcasts and to
archive what we have done.

WE ARE PLEASED THAT WE INCREASE
THE QUALITY OF THE BROADCAST
WITH EACH ONE WE FILM

With the experience we get from each
broadcast we do, we are able to redress

our weak points. In general, each eventis
covered by two experienced and two less
experienced members of the club. This way
our less experienced members learn hands-
on about setting up and filming and each
broadcast is a learning opportunity for them.
We get all the information about the event
ahead of time so we come fully prepared.

In addition we meet beforehand with the
people we are going to interview during the
intervals and at the end of the event so that
we can prepare our questions with great
care, according to the type of event and the
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ACI LIVE NEWS COK YAKINDA!
COMING SOON - ACILIVE NEWS!

2015-2016 yilinda, bu sezon deneme cekimlerini yaptigimiz ACI Live News haber agini
her hafta Web sitemizde paylagmayi planliyoruz. Ogretmenler, grenciler, idareciler ve
okulumuzdaki herkes icin dnemli olan haberlerin keyifli sohbetlerle anlatilacagr offline
cekimimiz, Pazartesi guinleri web sitemizde yer alacak. Bununla birlikte izleyici sayisini
arttirmaya yonelik offline ¢cekimlerimizi arttirmayr amaclyoruz. Bu cekimlerimizde de
belirledigimiz temaya uygun roportajlar ve gorusler yer alacak.

In the 2015-2016 academic year, following our test transmissions this season, we plan to
share the ACI Live News network on our website. Our off-line broadcasts will cover news
that is important for everyone; teachers, students, administrators and everyone on campus,
and will be available on our website on Mondays. In order to attract bigger audiences,

we plan to do more off-line broadcasts. These will include interviews and people’s views
based on a theme.

20-21
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30 x42120  120x3=360

Yayin saatlerimiz... 4 Yilda toplamda yaklasik 360 saat
yayin gerceklestirdik!

An infographic of our broadcasting hours— we have done
almost 360 hours of broadcasting over four years!

EVENTS = EXPERIENCES
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kamera arasi gecis islemi en ¢ok tzerinde
durdugumuz ve gelistirmis oldugumuz
yonlerimiz arasinda yer almakta.

TACLIVE ARTIK YAYINDA!

Bu 4 senede ACI Live bir ¢cok basariya
imza atti. Vakfimizin ve diger kardes
okullarimizin destekledigi kulibimuz
genis ekibiyle calismalarina devam

ediyor. Bu basarilarimizdan bazilarina
ornek vermek gerekirse; 2011 yilindan
beri SEV izmir Ortaokulu’nun mezuniyet
cekimini gerceklestiriyoruz. 2013 yilinda
SEV'in diizenledigi, UAA, TAC, ACl ve
Talas Ortaokulu mezunlarinin bulustugu
Come Together'i, bu organizasyonun bir
parcasi olamayan herkese canli yayinda
aktardik. Kuliblimuzi kuran mezunlarimizin
sundugu bu U¢ saatlik yayinimizi yizlerce
kisi izledi. 2013-2014 yayin yilimizda
Uskiidar Amerikan ve Tarsus Amerikan’in
mezuniyetlerinin cekimlerini yaptik.

Bu sene iki tane kardes kanalimiz oldu!
Lise seviyesinde canli yayin etkinligi yapan
herhangi bir organizasyon bulunmadigini
gordik. Bu yuzden Universitelerdeki drnek
calismalar dikkatimizi cekti. istanbul Bilgi
Universitesi - iletisim Fakiiltesi Televizyonu
olan TV Santral Uyeleriyle iletisime gectik.
Onlar bizimle tecriibelerini paylasti ve daha
sonra bizde ACI Live ekibi olarak TAC Live
Kulibi'niin kurulmasina yardimei olduk.
15 Nisan 2015 tarihinde Tarsus Amerikan
Koleji kampusinde gerceklestirdigimiz
ACI Live-TAC Live ortak yayini olan TAC
Homecoming ‘15 etkinliginde ayni
zamanda Uyelerimiz tecribelerini paylasma
firsati buldu.

26-27 Haziran 2015 tarihlerinde ise TV
Santral bizi istanbul Bilgi Universitesi'nin
mezuniyet toreni ¢cekimlerine davet

etti. istanbul Bilgi Universite'sinin

Santral Kampusi'nde gerceklesen

etkinlik stresince ACI Live TV lyelerimiz
profesyonel ekipmanlarla yayin yapip hem
kendilerini gelistirme imkani buldular hem
de TV Santral ekibiyle glizel vakit gecirdiler.
Kardes kuliplerimizle gelecek ortak
yaymlarimizin heyecanini yasiyoruz.

Kuliip iiye sayimiz B
v
i Yearly number
of Club Members
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individuals to be interviewed.

We experience the risks of broadcasting live
with each broadcast we do. The problems
we face the most are; weather conditions
with the open-air broadcasts, the need for a
sports’ commentator when covering sports
events and the transitions when using more
than one camera.

TACLIVEIS UP AND RUNNIING!
During these last four years ACI Live has
had a number of successes. The SEV
Foundation and our other sister schools
have supported our club as our large team
continues to work. Some examples of our
success in broadcasting are; the SEV lzmir
Middle School graduation which we have
done since 2011, the Come Together
event organised by the SEV Foundation for
the graduates of the UAA, TAC, ACl and
Talas Middle Schools in 2013. This three
hour broadcast carried out by the founder
members of our club, now graduates, was
watched by hundreds of people. Also,
during the 2013-2014 academic year, we
filmed the graduation ceremonies at both
of our sister schools - Uskiidar American
Academy and Tarsus American College.
This year we have two sister channels!

We discovered that there are no other
groups carrying out live broadcasts at

the high school level. For this reason, our
reference was the ones being done by

the universities. We got into contact with
the members of TV Central part of the
Television Department in the Faculty of
Communications of Istanbul Bilgi University.
They shared their experience with us and
then we, in turn, helped our sister school,
Tarsus, when they were setting up their
live broadcasting club. Our club members
had another opportunity to share their
knowledge with the TAC club members
when, on April 15th, 2015, on the Tarsus
school's campus we did a joint ACI Live -
TAC Live broadcast of the TAC Homecoming
"15.

On June 26-27,2015 TV Central invited us
to Bilgi University to film their graduation
ceremony. During the broadcast, which
took place on the Central Campus at

the university, the members of ACI Live
team were able to work with professional
equipment. They both learned a lot and had
a great time with the TV Central crew.

We look forward to the future joint
broadcasts with our sister schools.
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[ZLEYICI YORUMLARI
VIEWERS COMMENTS

m Ayse Franko: Acilivetv'ye tekrar tekrar
tesekkirler, bu giini sayenizde ailemle
paylastim. - Los Angeles | ABD

m Ayse Franko: Many thanks to ACI Live
TV as | was able to share this day with my
family because of you. - Los Angeles | USA

m Zehra Umit Alemdaroglu: Yayin cok net.
Bizim TRT yayinlarini aratmiyor. Tekrar
kutlarim. 1974 yilinda arkadaslarimla
ayni merdivenleri inmistik... Unutulmaz
anilar... Bizim saclarimizi agmamiza
Meziyet Hanim izin vermemisti. Hepimize
kurdele dagrtip toplatmisti :))) Su an
izmir TRT Haber Merkezinde gece haber
nébetindeyim... Bu yayini yapanlari ve
yeni mezunlari kutluyorum...

Ankara | Tiirkiye

m Zehra Umit Alemdaroglu: The
broadcast is very clear. Definitely as good
as the TRT broadcasts. | congratulate you
again. In 1974 | walked down the same
steps with my friends... unforgettable
memories... Meziyet Hanim would not
allow us to wear our hair down. She
passed out ribbons and made us tie our
hair up:))) Right now | am on night duty at
the Izmir TRT News Center... | congratulate
both those broadcasting and our new
graduates... - Ankara | Turkey

m Aksel Giirkan: Ben de gozyaslari
ile, tiylerim diken diken
izlemekteyim burada.

New York | ABD

m Aksel Giirkan: My hair is on end
and | am welling up watching this.
New York | USA

m Tunay Nazli: Bir veli olarak imrenerek,
biraz kiskanarak, ama gururla
izliyorum. Lise konusunda ne kadar
dogru bir tercih yaptigimizi bir kez
daha goriyorum. Oglumun, tim
arkadaslarinin bu gururlu gtnlerini
gorebilmek umuduyla mezunlarimiza
basarilar diliyorum.

m Tunay Nazli: As a parent | am
watching this feeling both a little
envious as well as a little jealous

but with great pride. | see yet again
what a good decision we made in
our choice of high school. | wish all
the graduates success and | hope to
watch my son and his friends at this
ceremony in the future.
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4 yil boyunca
yaptigimiz
cekimlerimizden
olusan video derlemeyi
izlemek icin QR kodu
okutunuz.

Read the QR code for
our 4th year video
collage!
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OGRENCI FILMLER] ACI'DA YARISTI!
STUDENT FILM COMPETITION AT ACI!

| okulumuzda

—TTasr YT
_

bir ilke daha
Lt

r attik ve izmir
ﬂlml f[&[lwu Amerikan Koleji
Ogrenci Filmleri
Festivali'ni (ACISFF)
gerceklestirdik.

17-18 Nisan 2015
tarihlerinde
(_“\: [ )

The school celebrated another ‘first’
when it hosted The Izmir American
College Film Festival (ACISFF) on
April 17th - 18th, 2015.

Alti farkli okuldan bircok 6grencinin, cektikleri
filmlerle katildigi ACISFF; lise 6grencilerine,
yeteneklerini kesfetme, yaraticiliklarini
paylasma, yaptiklari isin takdir edilmesine
firsat verme ve sinema sektorinin dnemli
isimleri ile bir araya gelmeleri icin olanak
yaratma amaciyla gerceklestirildi.

“Oyle Bir Geger Zaman Ki", “Esref Saati"”

ve "Kayip” gibi sevilen dizilerin yénetmeni,
ACl mezunu Zeynep
Ginay Tan ve “Kelebegin
Riyasi” filmindeki roltyle
dikkatleri Gzerinde toplayan
mezunumuz Aksel Bonfil

{ ..:ﬂﬂ

ile basladh. ikinci giin, jiirinin 6grenci filmlerini
izleyerek degerlendirmesi ve sinema sektori
ile ilgili yapilan bir acik oturumun ardindan
Kirmizi Hali Séleni seklinde gerceklesen Odiil
Toreni ile sona erdi. Odiil kazanan 6grenciler
heyecanla sahneye cikip édullerini aldilar.
ACI Ogrenci Filmleri Festivalinin bircok geng
yetenege, kendilerini kesfetmeleri icin iyi bir
firsat olmasini diliyoruz!

Entrants were high school students from six
different schools who by submitting their
films to the competition got the opportunity
to discover their talents, share their creativity
and receive recognition for their work.
Through this event they were also able to get
together with some of the most important
people in the Turkish film industry.

Two of the guests at the Festival are our
graduates. One of them, Zeynep Glinay

Tan, is the director of the three very popular
series,"Oyle Bir Geger Zaman Ki”, “Esref Saati"”
and "Kayip” while Aksel Bonfil was noted for

his performance in the film, “Kelebegin Riyas!".

As part of the event the film, “Kelebegin

ODULLER / AWARDS

ibi film endustrisinde .. Amerikan Kolej'nde | "Post-It", Ozel Ege
9 s KIRMIZI HALI SOLENI
calisan mezunlarimiz A o)

da etkinligin konuklar
arasindayd. Etkinlik,
“Kelebegin Ruyasi” filminin
izlenmesinin ardindan Aksel
Bonfil ile yapilan bir séylesi
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Riyasi”, was screened and was followed
by an interview with Aksel Bonfil. himself.
On the second day the judgesd watched
the students' films to evaluate them. Then
following a discussion based on the film
industry we had the awards ceremony which
took the form of a red carpet event. The
winning students were very excited to receive
their awards on stage.

We hope that the ACI Student Film Festival
was an opportunity for a number of young
people to discover themselves and their
talents!

HRART
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e En iyi senaryo / Best Screenplay: Oykii Taniilkii, Oyki Ozdemir,

e En lyi Goriintli Yonetmeni / Best Cinematography:
"Showdown", Ferhat Onur Ceylan, Takev

e Eniyi kurgu / Best Editing: Selin Terzi, "Run Your Feelings", TAC
e En lyi Soundmix / Best Sound Mixing: "Reliquum Videre", TAC
e En iyi aktor / Best Actor: Oktay Cubuk, "Zugzwang", ACI

e En iyi aktris / Best Actress: Selin Filizel, "An Episode", ACI

e En lyi Orjinal Mizik / Best Original Music:
Ege Tugeng, "From Zero to One", Ozel Ege

e JUrinin secimi / Jury’s Choice: En iyi ydnetmen Best Directing
Aylin Elibol "From Zero to One", Ozel Ege

e Festivalin En lyisi / Best of the Fest: ilayda Tenim for "Post It", Ozel Ege

“THE BAND"”
“THE BAND”

Okulumuz biinyesinde ortakliklarin
kesisimi olarak gerceklesen bir proje bu.
Amacimiz, mizige olan tutkumuzu bir
adim Oteye tasimakti. Bu tutkuyu paylasan
tim seviyelerdeki orkestra elemanlari ile
biraraya geldik. Boylelikle de Alkan Bey
onderliginde Karma Okul Grubumuz
kurulmus oldu.

Whatsapp grubunun ismini “The Band”
koyduk. Grup ismi 6nemli degil biz
muzigimizi yapalim istedik. Parcalarimizi
belirledik. Alkan Bey'in dizenledigi

yil sonu konserinde de ¢alistigimiz
sarkilardan iki tanesi ile performans
sergiledik. insanlar biz calarken neler
hissetti ya da neler distindd, bilmiyorum
ama biz orkestra olarak ¢ok zevk aldik.
Ayni tutkuyu paylasan kisilerle muzik
yapmanin keyfiydi bu. Eglence ve hazin
otesinde, sanki herkesin kendini rahat
hissettigi bir topluluktu bu. Konserden

sonra gelen pozitif yorumlar ile

emegimizin karsihgini almis olduk.

Mizik 6gretmenimiz Alkan Bey'in bizi
tanittigr gibi bir caz grubu olarak yola
¢iktik. Ama repartuvarimizida caz, fusion,
funk ve tirevi sarkilardan olusturmaya
basladik. Ancak ¢alismalarimiz devam
ettikce ne kadar az bildigimizi fark ettik.

Bu durumu fark ettigimiz anda daha

cok bilmek icin daha fazla caismamiz
gerektigini de 6grenmis olduk. Ustalari
izliyor, onlari taklit etmeye calisiyoruz.
Alkan Bey'in dnderliginde baslayan bu
Karma orkestrayinin ilk Gyeleri olmak

tarif edilemez bir mutluluk. Bu gelenegin
bizlerden sonrada kesintisiz olarak devam
ettirilecegine hig stiphem yok.

Sonra ismini koyariz diyerek koyudugumuz
“The Band” artik bizim ismimiz. Fark

ettik ki bu isim hosumuza gitti. Saninm
soyleyeceklerim simdilik bu kadar. Umarim
Doruk’la ben seneye lise 4 oldugumuzda
da bir yandan Universite sinavina calisirken
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bir yandan da orkestra icerisinde yer alip
yine cesitli faaliyetler yapariz. Ve umarim
hayat hepimizi ileride tekrar kesistirir.
Seneye festivallere ve yarigsmalara katilmak
dmidiyle...

This is a project which involves the
partnership of a number of groups within
school. Our aim is to take music beyond just
an interest. We came together with all the
musicians in the school who feel the same as
we do. In this way, under the leadership of
Alkan Bey, “The Band” was formed.

We called our group on WhatsApp, “The
Band"”. The name was not important to
because we just wanted to play. We chose
our pieces and were able to make our
debut playing two of our songs at the
Year-End Concert organized by Alkan Bey.

I don't know how people felt or what they
thought while we were performing but we
got enormous pleasure from playing. This is
the joy of playing with others who share the
same passion for music. It's a group where
everyone feels comfortable. We got our
rewards when we got some very positive
feedback after the concert.

We set out as a jazz band, just as Alkan Bey
first described us. However, our repertoire
has developed to include jazz, fusion, funk
and derivatives of these music
types, but as we continued to
practice we realized just how little
we knew. Then we understood
that as a result we needed work
even harder. We watched the
experts and tried to imitate them. |
cannot explain the feeling of being
the first members of this band. |
have no doubts that we have set
something in motion and that it
will continue without any breaks.
We had thought that we would
find a name for our group later
but “The Band” has stuck. We
realized we liked the name. |
hope that next year in Grade 12,
while on one hand working for
the university entrance exam, that
with Doruk, we will still be part of
the orchestra and performing at
various events. | also hope that life
will lead our paths to cross once
again. Looking forward to taking
part in festivals and competitions
nextyear...

Deniz Yiiksel
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MEDENIYETLERIN

GUCLU SES|

Universitelerin toplumsal ilerleme ve
klttrel, etnik 6nyargilarin asilmasinda
blyuk guci ve rolt oldugu dislncesiyle
2012'den itibaren Bahcesehir Universitesi
catisi altinda, kendi alaninda bir ilk olarak
kurulan Medeniyetlerin Sesi Korosu
anlamli bir konser vermek tzere 5 Mart
2015 tarihinde okulumuza konuk oldu.
Yalnizca BAU 6grencilerinin olusturdugu
Medeniyetlerin Sesi Korosu'na seckin
profesyonel muzisyenlerden olusan bir
orkestra da eslik etti. Anadolu, Balkan,
Ortadogu ve Kafkasya cografyalarindan
pek cok dilde halk sarkisi icra eden

koro, 6grencilerimize, velilerimize,
6gretmenlerimize ve tim diger davetlilere
muzigin dolaysiz anlatim olanaklari
yardimiyla baris mesajlar iletti.

Bu muhtesem muzik séleninin ardindan
dgrencilerimizden Cagla Ozbek, koronun
Sanat Danigmanligi’'ni yapan usta mizisyen
Muammer Ketencoglu ile keyifli bir roportaj
gerceklestirdi.

e Akordiyon calmaya ne zaman ve nasil
basladiniz ?

Ben korler okulunda okudugum igin sistemli
ve disiplinli bir egitim aldim. Dayim iyi

bir muzisyendi. Bana ilk akordiyonumu

da o hediye etti. Ayrica beni Bati mizigi

ile tanistiran da oydu. ilkdgretim ve lise
yillarimda didginlerde sahneye c¢ikiyordum.
Akordiyonla ilk tanismam boyle oldu.

® Akordiyon calarken nasil
duygulara kapiliyorsunuz ?
Herkesin kendini farkli bir
sekilde anlatma bigimi var.
Akordiyon da benim kendimi
ifade etme bicimim bu yizden
benim hayatimda ¢cok 6nemli
bir roll var. Akordiyon havayla
calisiyor. Saksafon, klarnet 7
gibi havayla calisan bir calg!. e

Medeniyetlerin Sesi
Amerikan Koleji'nde

Diger tim calgilarda calgi ile bedeniniz
arasinda daha sinirl bir iletisim oluyor.
Akordiyonu kucaklarsiniz. Onu tizerinizden
¢ikardiginizda tamamen siz kokar; yani
onunla buttnlesirsiniz.

® Miizikleriniz de Ege’nin etkilerini
gérebiliyoruz. Bunu neye bor¢luyuz?
Oncelikle ben bir Ege’liyim ve dogal olarak
muziklerime de yansitiyorum. Baska bir
yerde biylyip, yasasaydim muhtemelen o
yorenin miziginden esinlenecektim. Bunun
yani sira Universitede farkli yorelerin tarzlarini
arastirmaya yogunlastim. Bu
esnada Ege ve Balkanlar'dan
gelen Yunan kdékenli muziklere
olan ilgim bir hayli artti. Halk
muzigini benimseyene kadar
bircok farkli tarza ilgili duydum.
Halk miziginde karar kildiktan
sonra uzun bir siredir icimden
hangi yore gegerse oranin
muzigini yapiyorum.
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® Ayni zamanda énemli bir miizik
aragtirmacisisiniz. Arastirma yapmak
akliniza nereden geldi ?

Sizi bir sey etkiler kalbinize dokunur. Sizde
meraklanip daha derinlere inip 6grenmek
istersiniz. Benim de dyle. Tam olarak
arastirmalara baslarken aklimda olan seyi
betimleyemem.

® Konser verirken nasil duygular
yasiyorsunuz ?

Cesitli boyutlari var. Konser esnasinda hem
kendimi hem de orkestrayi dinlemeye
calistyorum. iki tarafi da dinleyerek miizigin
aksamamasini sagliyorum ve ayni zamanda
da kontrol etmeye calisiyorum. ikincisi
yaptigim muzikten kopmamaya calisiyorum.
Robot gibi calma keyifli bir durum degil
bence. Son olarak da seyircinin ne
hissettigini anlamaya calistyorum ve bunu
atuginiz ¢igliklar, alkislarinizla anliyorum.
Ornegin konser esnasinda “Sizi yorgun
goriyorum,” dedim. Parcalarin tempolarinin

artmasiyla da sizleri ne kadar enerjik
goérdigumden bahsettim.

® Gérmeme 6zelliginiz size ne katiyor ?
Miiziginize etkisi oldugunu diisiiniiyor
musunuz ?

Olumlu etkisi oldugunu distintyorum.
Yaptigim mizige daha iyi odaklanmami
saglyor. EGer gorebiliyor olsaydim kendimi
bu kadar yaptigim ise verebilir miydim
bilmiyorum. BuyUlk ihtimalle seyircilere
bakmaktan dikkatim cok cabuk dagilirdi.

® Miizik disinda bagka sanat dallarina
ilginiz var mi ?
Acikcasi baska sanat dallarina tiketici

olarak ilgim ¢ok. Kérler igin sesli kitaplar var.

Onlari dinlemekten biyik zevk aliyorum.

® Miiziksiz bir hayati tanimlar misiniz ?
Muziksiz bir hayati disinemiyorum
bile. Cok k&t olurdu, adeta bir zindana
benzerdi. Mizikten hig bir zaman
vazgegemem. O benim bir parcam.

Believing that the universities have a great
force and role to play in helping society
move forward as well as helping them to
overcome culturel and ethnic prejudice,

in 2012 with the support of Bahgesehir
University the “Medeniyetlerin Sesi Korosu”
(The Choir of Civilizations) was formed, a
first of its kind. On March 5th, 2015 this choir
were guests at our school .to give a very
meaningful concert. The choir is made up of
students studying at Bahgesehir University
and was accompanied by an orchestra

composed of some very prominent
professional musicians. The choir performed

songs from Anatolia, The Balkans, The
Middle East and the Caucusus in many
languages thus putting across the message
of reconciliation very successfully to our
students, parents, teachers and the other
guests.

After this wonderful feast of music, one of
our students, Cagla Ozbek, interviewed
Muammer Ketencoglu, a master musician,
who is the Arts Director for the choir.

® When and how did you first begin playing
the accordion?

Since | received my education at a school

for the blind, | was taught in a systematic
and discplined way.My uncle was a good
musician and he gave me my first accordion.
He was also responsible for introducing me
to western music. During my elementary and
high school years | would play ay weddings
and that is how | got to know the accordion.

® Which emotions do you experience when
you are playing the accordion?

Everyone has a different way of expressing
himself. The accordion is my way and
therefore it plays an important role in my
life. The accordion works with air just like
the saxiphone or clarinet. When you play
another instrument there is a separation of
your body from the instrument and therefore
there is restricted communication between
you and the instrument. You hold the
accordion in your lap so when you take it off
it smells of you. In other words you are one
with the accordion.

¢ We can hear the effect of the Aegean region
in your music. What do we owe that to?
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First of all, | am from the Aegean and
naturally this is reflected in my music. If |
had been born in another region, no doubt
that would have affected my music.At the
same time, in university | have focussed on
researching the other regions’ music. Right
now | am very interested in the Aegean and
Balkan music which originates from Greece.
Until | embraced folk music, | was very
interested in many different styles of music.
Once | decided on folk music, | play the
music of whatever region | fancy.

® You are also a very important researcher
of music. How did you get interested in
this?

Something affects you and touches your
heart. You are filled with curiosity and
decide to delve deeper into it. This is
what happened to me. When | begin my
research | may not be able to fully explain
what | am looking for.

® What emotions do you experience when
you are playing in a concert?

There are different levels. During the
concert | am listening to myself and to

the other musicians. By listening to both

| prevent mistakes and control what is
happening. Secondly | try not to detach
myself from the music. Playing like a robot
does not bring pleasure. Finally | try to
understand what the audience is feeling
through their shouts and applause. During
the concert | said to you “You seem tired".
When the tempo of t the music got livelier |
told you how energetic you were.

® How do you benefit from your blindness?
Does you think it affects your music?

I think it has a positive effect. It helps me to
focus better on the music. If | had been able
to see, | am not sure that | would have been
to accomplish so much. | would probably
have been distracted by the audience.

® Other than music, are you interested in

any other areas of art?

Actually | am interested in other areas but
as a consumer. There are speaking books
for the blind and | love listening to them.

® Can you describe a life without music?

| cannot contempplate a life without
music. It would be terrible - like being in a
dungeon. | will never give up music. Itis a
part of me.
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SAN REMO MUZIK
YARISMASI

THE SAN REMO MUSIC
COMPETITION

Ozlem Korgal1| 767 L2E

Ben Ozlem Korgali ve Lise 2 orkestra
dgrencileri olarak Miizik Ogretmenimiz
Alkan Bey ve Mudir Yardimcimiz Kivang
Hanim ile Nisan ayinda San Remo
Uluslararasi Mizik Yarismasi'na katildik.
Bu festivale gitmeden 6nce hepimiz

cok heyecanliydik. Once bu yarismada
calinacak g sarki sectik. Bir stirt farkli
tarzda sarki dinledik. Orkestrada olan
herkesin ortak fikri dogrultusunda Forget
You, Smooth Operator ve | Will Survive
sarkilari ile katilmaya karar verdik. Gece
gindiz demeden okul sonralari ve
orkestra ders saatleri boyunca yizlerce
kez prova yaptik. Her sarkinin en iyi
sekilde olmasi igin caba harcadik. Okul
sonrasinda aksam 10'a kadar kaldigimiz
bile oldu. Aksam yemeklerini hep birlikte
disardan okula pizza séyleyerek yedik. Bu
yarismaya hazirlanirken hep birbirimize
yardim ettik, yeri geldi okul disinda
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Alsancak'ta bir stidyoda bile haftasonlar
calismalarimizi siirdlrdik. Orkestradaki
pek cok kisiyle ayni sinifta olmamamiza
ragmen ve birbirimizi dnceden ¢ok
tanimamiza ragmen beraber vakit
gegirdikge hepimiz birbirimizin kardesi
olduk. Sonrasinda buyuk giin geldi

catti ve biitiin ekiple beraber izmir
havaalaninda baslayan maceramiz Nice,
Monaco ve San Remo'da devam etti.
Elimizde valizlerle ve enstrimanlarla
cok hareketli bir yolculuk oldu.
Havaalanindan otobdise, otoblisten
trene, bir trenden digerine, Ustiine

bir de yarim saatlik yurtyisimuzle
otelimize vardik. O yorgunluga ragmen

heyecanimizla sehri kesfetmeye basladik.

Kigtk ama sevimli olan San Remo
sehrinde gezerken o kadar mutluyduk

ki zamanin nasil gectigini anlamadik.
Sabah erken kalkip yaptigimiz ylriyusler

ile ve otelin kargindaki cok seker

bir kafede yedigimiz kahvaltilari hi¢
unutamayacagim.

Monaco'yu gezerken ise ¢cok eglenceli
vakit gecirdik. Moncaco'nun her yerinde
nerdeyse binlerce fotograflar ¢cekildik
ve bu geziden déndigimuizde hatiralar
olarak aklimiza kazindi. Yarigmadan
once hepimiz ¢ok strese girmistik.

Nasil bir yarisma olacak diye merak
ediyorduk. Yarismadan 6nce bu kadar
yer gezmemiz bize ¢ok iyi gelmisti.

Bu sayede yarismaya buylk bir moral
ile ciktik. Birbirimizle bu kadar zaman
gecirmis olmamiz bize avantaj saglad.
Birbirimizi daha iyi tanidik, tanidik¢a
sevdik. Yarisma 6ncesi sahne arkasinda
hazirlanirken basta Alkan Bey olmak
Uzere birbirimize moral konugmalar
yaptik. Yarismaya bu moral ile ¢ikinca
tabii ki cok glizel bir sonug aldik.
Hepimiz verdigimiz emeklerin karsiligini
almistik. Herkes bireysel olarak yapmasi
gereken seyi yerine getirmisti ve
memnundu. Cok gizel bir yarisma
performansi olmustu. Yarismadan
sonra giizel bir kutlama yaptik ve
arkadaslarimla orda vakit gegirirken
anladim ki, bu bir
haftada edindigim
cok iyi dostluklar

hic¢ bir zaman
unutmayacagim ve
aklimda en guizel
anilarimdan biri
olarak kalacak.

San Remo gezisi
benim igin bir okul
gezisinden daha
fazla yer tutacak. "iste
bizimde lisedeyken
San Remo diye

bir gezimiz vardi...
Muzik ile en guzel
deneyimlerimi orda
edindim ve mizigi
hayatimin parcasi
olarak her zaman
kalacak” ve eminim
ki hayatim boyunca
bu cimle agzimdan
diusmeyecek.

Bizlere bu deneyimi
yasattigi icin Muzik
Ogretmenimiz Alkan
Bey'e ve okulumuza
cok tesekkir ederim.

I, Ozlem Korgali, with the members

of the grade 10 orchestra, our music
teacher, Alkan Bey, and the assistant
principal, Kivang Hanim, participated
in the San Remo Music Competition
held in April. We were very excited
about going to this event. First we
selected three songs to perform for
the competition. We listened to many
different genres of song. The decision
was a joint one and we chose; Forget
You, Smooth Operator and | Will Survive.
We rehearsed hundreds of times, both

during class time and after school.
We spent time and energy to ensure
that we would perform each song to
the best of our ability. We even stayed
at school as late as 22:00 sometimes
so we would order in pizza to school
and eat all together. As we prepared
for the competition, we helped each
other and even worked at a studio in
Alsancak at weekends. Even though
most of the orchestra members are
in different classes and did not even
know each other very well before
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joining the orchestra, we became like
brothers and sisters. Finally, the big

day came and our big adventure began
first, at Izmir airport and then in turn

in Nice, Monaco and San Remo. It was
quite a journey with everyone carrying
suitcases and instruments. We eventually
reached our hotel after taking the airport
shuttle bus , transferring to a train, then
to another train and finally walking for
half an hour. Despite being very tired we
decided to go out and discover the city.
We were so happy wandering around
the small but very pretty city of San
Remo that we did not realize how the
time passed. | will never forget our early
morning or our breakfast at the cutest
cafe across from the hotel. We had great
fun sightseeing in Monaco. We took
thousands of photos at every stop and
will always have the memory of this trip.
We were all very stressed out before

the competition. We wondered about

it. However, being able to do all that
sightseeing before the competition had
been good for us and meant our morale
was high. Being able to spend so much
downtime with each other had given us
an advantage.

We had gotten to know each other
much better, and getting to know each
other better meant we grew closer.
While we were backstage preparing to
go on, we gave each other pep talks

but the most effective was Alkan Bey's.
Going into the competition with such

a high moral of course resulted in our
success. We were rewarded for all our
hard work. Everyone had done what
was expected of him or her and was
extremely happy.

We performed really well. While we were
celebrating afterwards, | realized that |
had made true friends during that week
and this experience would be a memory
that | would carry with me forever.

The San Remo trip will always stand out
from other school trips. “When we were
at high school we had a trip to San Remo
... it was one of my best experiences
with music and will always be a part of
my life as a musician ..." | am sure that
these words will be repeated many times
by me.

I thank Alkan Bey and my school for
giving me the opportunity to have this
experience.
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VODAFONE FREEZONE
18. LISELERARASI
MUZIK YARISMASI

VODAFONE FREEZONE
ISTH HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC COMPETITION

Orkestrayla ilgili sozlerime nereden
baslasam bilemiyorum; ¢linki benim igin
bir dersten cok daha fazlasi. Muzikte herkes
yetenekli olabilir; herkes gitar calabilir

ya da sarki séyleyebilir, ancak 6nemli

olan takim olabilmektir. Ben de bizim
orkestramizin bu iste cok basarili oldugunu
distntyorum, bu en temel takim ruhunu
yakalayamasaydik buglnki basarilarimizi
elde edememis olurduk bence.

Heniiz calismalara baglamadan bile
hepimiz bu yarismanin ne kadar ciddi
oldugunun farkindaydik. Bir de 4 yildir 6dil
almadan dénmeyen okul orkestralarinin
devami olmanin getirdigi buyik bir
sorumluluk hissi vardi omuzlarimizda, bir
yandan da gecen sene San Remo’daki
yarismada elde ettigimiz basarinin
hafifletici etkisi... Yarisma igin yaptigimiz
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beste lzerinde ¢ok calistik. Kimi zaman
cok kararsizdik, farkli insanlarin gérislerini
aldik. Yapabilecegimizin en iyisini ortaya
koymak i¢in durmadan degisiklikler yaptik.
Stiidyoda gecen uzun saatler boyunca
Alkan Bey sarkinin her saniyesini bizzat
kontrol edip her seyin yolunda gitmesi
icin bize ¢cok destek oldu. Sonunda kayit
tamamlaninca elemeye génderdik.
Hepimizin icinde bir heyecan, aklimizda
"acaba kabul edilecek miyiz?” sorusu
vardi. Nitekim yarigmaya katilan 528 okul
arasindan finale kaldigimizi 6grenince
hepimiz havalara ugtuk.

Bu bile inanilmaz bir basariydi aslinda,
ama finale kaldiysak istanbul’dan &diilsiiz
dénmek de olmazdi, hepimiz boyle
dustintyorduk birbirimize hissettirmesek
de. Yine okul sonrasi ¢alismalara kaldik.

Yogun bir prova programinin ardindan da
istanbul macerasi basladi.

Havaalaninda bulustugumuz andan itibaren
sahneden inene kadar stren bir heyecandi
bu, sonu gelmek bilmemisti. istanbul‘a iner
inmez hemen Bostanci Gosteri Merkezi'nde
provalar bagladi. O gosteri merkezi, o
sahne... Alisik oldugumuzdan ¢ok daha
fazlasiydi. Baglarda yol yorgunluguyla

idrak edemedik belki de ama; kulise girip
Tarkan’dan tutun Sezen Aksu'ya, Candan
Ercetin'den Sertap Erener’e Turkiye'nin

en 6nemli mizisyenlerinin orada sahneye
ciktiginin temsilcisi olan imzali posterlerini
gormek hepimizde bir sok etkisi yaratt.

iste 0 an yaptigimiz isin ne kadar biiyiik
oldugunu tam anlamiyla kavradik.

Yarisma giini heyecandan elimiz ayagimiz
titrerken hazirlanma ¢abamiz bizi iyice

strese sokmustu. Ogretmenimiz Alkan Bey
bizi yatistirmaya caligsa da hicbir sey ise
yaramamakla kalmad; aksine dakikalar
gectikce ve kuliste birer adim daha
ilerledikce heyecanimiz katlanarak artt.
Ancak basta bahsettigim takim olmanin
verdigi glicle ayaklanimiz yere saglam
basiyordu; ne olursa olsun, iyi olacagini
biliyorduk. Birbirimize duydugumuz

bu gtiven ve Alkan Bey destegi cok da

iyi sonuglandi. Katilan onca okul, onca
beste arasindan lglinciilik édiline layik
gorildik. Onca emegin karsihdini, Turkiye
capinda yapilan bir yarismada boyle glzel
bir derece almis olmak hepimizi hem
sevindirdi, hem de gururlandirdi.

Orkestra dersi, tim Uyeleri icin ¢cok ozel
bir derstir. Alkan Bey'in bunda ¢ok buyuk
bir katkisi var tabii ki. Sali gtinlerini iple
cektiren, iyi mizisyenler yetistirirken,
yasattigi deneyimlerle de muzik disinda
da ¢ok sey 6greten bir derstir Alkan Bey'in
Orkestra dersleri. istanbul maceramiz

da bu deneyimlerden biri oldu. Hepimiz
artik birbirimize dylesine baglandik ki,
onumuzdeki yil ayrilacak olmak ¢ok tiziiyor
bizi. 18. Vodafone Liselerarasi Muzik
Yarismasi bizim icin gtizel anilarla dolu bir
deneyimdi. Liseden mezun olup donip
baktigimda en ince ayrintisina kadar
hatirlayacagim sayili etkinliklerdendi. Simdi
de bes yildir aksatmadan 6dul alan okul
orkestrasinin devami olan bu seneki Lise 2
orkestrasina basarilar diliyoruz.

I do not know where to start writing about
the orchestra because it is something more
than another lesson. Everyone can be
talented at music. Everyone can play the
guitar or sing but it is more important to be
able to be ateam member. | believe that
our orchestra has achieved this and if we
had not | do not think we would have been
so successful.

Even before we had started working
towards the competition we were aware of
how serious it is. On the one hand we also
felt the pressure was on us as for the last
four years the school orchestra has won an
award each year but after being successful
in last year's Sanremo competition we

felt we could hold our heads up high.

We worked hard on our composition.
Sometimes we were unsure and got
different people’s opinions. In order to
present the best we made many changes
to the original composition. During the

long hours spent in the studio, Alkan Bey
checked every second of the recording,
making sure everything was right and
therefore giving us a lot of support. When
the demo was ready we submitted it for the
elimination round.

All of us were nervous, wondering if we
would get past this round. We jumped
for joy when we learned that we had
been selected to go through to the final
from among the 528 school’s which had
participated.

Actually, this alone is an amazing result.
We all believed that if we were in the final

we could not return from Istanbul without
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a prize, although we did not voice it out
loud. After a heavy schedule of rehearsals
and after school, too, the Istanbul
adventure began.

There were nerves that never left us from
the moment we met at the airport until
the moment we stepped off the stage.
The moment we landed we went straight
to the Bostanci Exhibition Center where
rehearsals began immediately. The
Center, the stage were all so much more
than we were used to. At the beginning
we did not realize this , perhaps because
we were tired from the journey but when
we went backstage and saw the signed
posters of all the famous musicians who
had been on that stage, we were in

shock. There were people from Tarkan

to Sezen Aksu, Candan Cetiner to Sertap
Erener. It was at that moment that we
realized the magnitude of the task we

had taken on.

On the day of the competition we were
shaking all over and that made us really
stressed. Even though Alkan Bey tried to
allay our fears, nothing he did, helped.
Each moment we spent backstage moving
slowly up the line only increased our
nerves. But being part of a team is what
kept our feet on the ground and we knew
everything would be alright. The trust we
felt in each other and Alkan Bey's support
brought a good result. We were awarded
third place amongst all the schools and

all the compositions. We were happy that
all our hard work had been recognized
and proud that we had been placed in a
national competition.

Orchestra class is a special class for all

its members. Of course, Alkan Bey plays

a huge role in this. We cannot wait for
Tuesday's lesson. Alkan Bey's class is more
than developing good musicians, through
what we experience we learn a lot more
than just music.

Our Istanbul adventure was one of these
experiences. We have become so close
knit that the thought that we will be
leaving next year saddens us. The 18th
Vodafone High School Music Competition
was an experience that has given us a lot
of memories. After | graduate it will be one
of the few events that | will remember in
every detail. Now for each of the last five
years the school orchestra has won an
award so now | wish success to this year's
grade 10 orchestra.
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ACl, OGRENCILERE BU FIRSATI

VEREN TEK OKUL

m Ece Nur Tuglu

kulumuzda bir
Amerika Universite
gezisi olacagini
duydugumda, ¢ok
heyecanlandim ve
hemen gitmeye

O

Gitmek icin glnler sayiyor, Universitelerin

karar verdim.

sayfalarina bakiyor, hangi Universiteleri
ziyaret edecegimizi merak ediyor ve
katilacagimiz bu biyik geziye kendimi
hazirlamaya calisiyordum. Evet dogru, bu
gezi icin inanilmaz heyecanliydim ¢iinkd
bu benim ilk Amerika'ya gidisim olacakti
ve dogrusunu sdylemek gerekirse, boyle
bir olanagi 6grencilerine sunan tek okul
ACI. Bu yil geziye katilan en kalabalik
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grup olarak 15 Lise 2 ve 2 Lise 3'le gezi
tarihindeki rekoru kirdik. Tabii ki okul
mudirimiz Didem Hanim ve yurtdisi
Universite danismanimiz Mr. Boobar bize
eslik ediyordu.

istanbul'dan New York'a uzun bir
yolculuktan sonra, otelimizin bulundugu
Wall Street’e vardik. Hemen yataklarimiza
gittik ve yattik, her ne kadar jet lag'in
etkileriyle olsa da uyumaya calistik. O gece
7 kez yatagimdan kalkip “Daha sabah
olmadi mi?” diye sordugumu hatirhyorum.
ilk giin bizim icin kiiltiirel glindii. Sabah
erkenden kalkip gezinin ilerleyen
gunlerinde anlayacagimiz tGzere sabah
kalktigimizda ilk almamiz gereken seyi,
kahvelerimizi aldik. Gezi boyunca Mr.
Boobar bize “Kahveye ihtiyaciniz var mi
arkadaslar?” diye sorup durdu. Dikkatinizi
cekerim ki bu, “Kahve istiyor musunuz?”
degildi, gercekten kahveye ihtiyacimiz
vardi! Neyse, ilk giin Ground Zero,
Metropolitan Mizesi ve Central Park'i

gezdik. Central Park'ta izmirliler olarak kar
gordigimize ¢ok sevinmistik ve kiigik
cocuklar gibi karla oynamaya gittik. Bence
New York'a yapilan bir gezi Times Meydani
olmadan gergek bir gezi olmazdi ve bu
ylizden aksam da Times Meydani'ndaydik.
Séylememe gerek yok galiba, o kadar
yorulduk ki hemen otelimize geri dondik
ve gezimizin ilk gergek glinline enerji
toplamak i¢in hemen yattik.

New York'un tnli kahvaltisi krem

peynirli “bagel”larimizdan sonra gitmeye
hazirdik. ilk duragimiz ACI mezunlari
Yasemin ve Defne'yle bulustugumuz
Barnard College’di. Barnard'in Columbia
Universitesi'ne bagli ve sadece kizlarin
gittigi bir okul oldugunu 6grendik. Yasemin
ve Defne okullarini anlatirken oldukca
heyecanlilardi ve mutlu gézikiyorlardi.
Caddenin karsisina gegmek kadar kigiik bir
yolculuktan sonra Columbia Universitesi'ne
ulastik! Columbia’da ACI mezunlar bizi
okul icerisinde gezdirdi ve Columbia'nin

ACl, IS THE ONLY SCHOOL
WHO PROVIDES THIS
OPPORTUNITY

m Ece Nur Tuglu

hen | heard that there was a U.S
college trip, | jumped right into
it. | was counting the days to go,

looking at college websites, wondering

which colleges we would visit and preparing

myself for this major trip. True, | was
extremely excited for this event because

it was the first time for me visiting the U.S
and to be honest, | believe ACl is the only
school who provides this opportunity to
its students. This year we were the biggest
group ever to attend the trip with a record
of 15 sophomores and 2 juniors, of course
accompanied by our college counsellor
Mr. Boobar and our high school principal,
Didem Hanim.

After a long trip from Istanbul to New York,

we finally arrived near Wall Street where our

hotel was located. Immediately we were in

our beds, safe and sound, sleeping, but with
the horrible effects of the jet lag. | remember
| woke up 7 times that night and asked “Is it
morning yet?”

The first day was a cultural day for us. We
woke up early in the morning and got our
coffees which later in the trip we realised
was the first thing we needed to do in the
morning. Mr. Boobar would ask us “Do

you NEED coffee guys?” | would like to
emphasise on the fact that it wasn't “Do you
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WANT coffee?”, we really needed coffee.
Anyways, the first day we visited “Ground
Zero" (site of the 9/11 terror attacks), the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and to Central
Park. In Central Park, as the Izmirli we are
(yes, itis a word) we were delighted to see
the snow and immediately went to play with
it alone with the little kids. | believe a trip to
New York wouldn't be a real trip if you didn't

visit the famous Times Square so we were
at Times Square that night. Needless to say,
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CORE programi hakkinda bilgi sahibi
olduk. Bu program her gelen birinci sinif
6grencisi icin ayni egitimi veren ve her
ogrencinin ilk yilinda belli kitaplart okumasi
gerektigi bir programdi. Columbia’dan
sonra Cooper Union’daydik. Cooper Union
cok degisik ve kendine &zel bir okuldu
¢clinkl 2014 Aralik’a kadar Ucretsiz olan
okul su an da Amerika'daki en kiigclik ve
ucuz okullardan biriydi. Sanat, mimari ve
mihendislik bolimlerinin ayni binada
olmasi beni gergekten sasirtti. Bina ise

su ana kadar gordigim en degisik ama
en yaratici binaydi! Bir 6grenci bize okul
turu verirken duvardaki bir s6z dikkatimi
cekti. Sunu diyordu Samuel Beckett “Daha
once denediniz mi. Daha 6nce basarisiz
oldunuz mu. Farketmez. Bir daha deneyin.
Bir daha basarisiz olun. Daha iyi basarisiz
olun.” Cooper Union‘dan sonra, The

New School'daydik. Orada Parsons ve
Eugene Lang'in turunu yaptik. Bir sey fark
etmistim: Amerika'da nasil ¢cok degisik
okullar oldugunu ve secenegin ne kadar
¢ok oldugunu. Sehirde bir kampis ma,
yoksa sehir disinda mi? Yatili mi degil mi?
lvy League okulu mu yoksa bagimsiz bir
Universite mi? Cok fazla segenek var!

Aksam, New York'ta yasayan ya da okuyan
ACI mezunlariyla beraberdik. Bence ACI
mezunlari tarafindan misafir edilmek ve
onlardan tavsiye almak buyik bir firsatti, ne
de olsa birkag yil icinde biz de onlar gibi
olacaktik. Bize anlattiklari basari hikayeleri
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beni gercekten cok etkiledi ve hedefime
ulagsmak icin daha cok calismak istedim.
Gergekten mezunlarla konusup onlardan
tavsiye almak icin her firsati kullandik ve
soracagimiz her seyi rahatca sorduk. New
York'taki bu kiiglik bardan ytziimizde bir
gllimsemeyle ayrildik ve Wall Street’e geri
dénduk.

ikinci giin de cok hizli ve énemliydi.

Tabii ki de klasik New York kahvaltimizi ,
bagel ve kahvemizi unutmadik! Ginesli

bir gline uyandigimiz i¢in ¢ok sansliydik
clinkd feribotla New Jersey'e gececektik.
New Jersey'e yolculugumuz New York'un
panoramalari ve Empire State’le cekilen
selfie’lere eslik eden "New York ¢ok guzel!”
sozleriyle gecti. Hedefimize ulastigimizda
Stevens Institute of Technology'nin kabul
ofisi bizi karsiladi. Stevens'i cok sevdim,

¢linkd sehir icinde bir yatili kampustd

ve manzarasi muhtesemdi! Ve tabii ki

de mihendis olmak isteyen biri igin

bir Tech School her zaman bir seviye
Usttedir. Bir sonraki duragimiz isletme
alaninda buiytk basarisi olan Fordham
Universitesi'ydi. Manhattan’daki Lincoln
Center kampusinde bir tur yaptik. Kigik
bir kahve molasindan sonra kendimizi
New York Universitesi tanitiminda bulduk.
NYU, New York’un her yerinde kampusu
bulunan 6zel bir okul. NYU'da Gallatin
School'da kendi bolimiinizi yaratabilir
ya da kugikligimden beri hayalim olan
Quidditch Kulibi'ne katilabilirsiniz!
NYU'dan sonra Wall Street'e geri déndik
clinkd ertesi glin Boston'a gidecektik!
Carsamba glini, New Haven'da kicguk

bir okula gittik. Dogru tahmin ettiniz,

Yale Universitesi! Yale tam

bir lvy League okulu havasi
olan ve kendi kasabasi

olan bir Universiteydi. Yale
Kutiphanesi ise muhtesemdi!
Yale’den sonra Tufts'a dogru
yol aldik ve bizi orada okuyan
mezunumuz Leyla karsiladi ve
buyuk bir zevkle hem okulunu
hem de okul maskotlari
Jumbo'yu bize tanitti. Mr.
Boobar ve Didem Hanim
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bize hep sorular sormamizi,
kendimizi tanitmamizi ve

en dnemlisi okulumuzu
tanitmamizi séyliyordu ve fark
ettim ki, bu okullar halihazirda
ACl'yi biliyor! Yolda, Brandeis
Universitesi'nde durduk

ve Amado ikizleri bize
Universitelerini gezdirdi.
Onlarin mizigi birakmayip
oradaki acapella grubuna
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were extremely exhausted so we went right
back to the hotel to get a good night's sleep;
our real trip would start the next day.

After the famous breakfast of bagels and
cream cheese, we were ready to go. Our first
stop was Barnard College where we met ACI
graduates Yasemin and Defne. We learned
that Barnard was an all-girls college which
belonged to Columbia. Then after a small
journey of crossing the street, there it was,
Columbia University! We had a tour with

the graduates of ACl who were currently
studying there and learned more about
Columbia’s CORE program. It is a program
designed for the incoming freshmen and
the aim is to provide each and every student
with the same education by the help of the
books. After Columbia, we headed to the
Cooper Union. Cooper Union was a very
unique school because it was completely to
be tuition-free until recently but still it is one
of the cheapest and the smallest schools

in the U.S. | was fascinated by how the arts,
engineering and the architecture students
were in the same building. That building i

must admit was the strangest yet the most

creative building I have ever seen in my life.
When we were having a tour with a student,
a quote caught my eye. It said: “Ever

tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail
again. Fail better. ” which | believe a most
inspirational quote, and | loved how Cooper
Union acted towards the education of the
students. After Cooper Union, we were in the
New School and we had a tour of Parsons
and Eugene Lang. | realised how there are
different types of schools in the U.S and you
had so many various options ; a city campus
or a suburban campus? Residential or not?
An lvy league school or an independent
college? There is so much to choose from!
At night, we were accompanied by the

ACI graduates who were living and/or
studying in New York. | think it was such a
great opportunity to be hosted by the ACI
graduates and get some advice from them
and really listen to their stories. After all, they
were the people who we would become in a
few years. | was impressed by all the success
stories and it made me feel more and more

/11717777777 TRIP

“Daha 6nce denediniz mi. Daha
once basarisiz oldunuz mu.
Farketmez. Bir daha deneyin.
Bir daha basarisiz olun. Daha iyi
basarisiz olun.”

“Ever tried. Ever failed. No
matter. Try again. Fail again.
Fail better. ”

Samuel Beckett

ambitious, and | wanted to work harder

to achieve my goals. We really used the
opportunity to talk to the graduates and to
ask them everything we needed to ask. We
left the small bar with a smile on our faces
and headed back to Wall Street.

The second day was a busy day for us

too. Of course we didn't forget to have

our essential classic New York breakfast :
Bagel with cream cheese and coffee! We
were lucky enough to wake up to a sunny
morning because we were going to take the
ferry to go to New Jersey. The trip to New
Jersey was full of panoramas of the beautiful
city of New York, selfies with the famous
Empire State building along with the lines
of "Mr. Boobar, Didem Hanim, New York is
so pretty! “ When we arrived to New Jersey,
we were greeted by the admissions office of
Stevens Institute of Technology and we had
an amazing tour with a senior along with an
info session just for ACI. Of course we met
ACI graduates who were studying there

like all of the other schools. It's amazing

how ACl has graduates almost in every
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katildiklarini gérmek beni mutlu etti.
Persembe gini muhtesem bir kokuyla
uyandik : Kahve ve otelimizin verdigi
lezzetli kurabiyeler! O giin bizim icin ¢ok
énemli bir glindd, ¢inki Harvard, MIT ve
Boston Universitesi'ni ziyaret edecektik.
Gezimize Harvard'la basladik ve tabii

ki John Harvard'in ayagini oksamayi
unutmadik. Cok etkileyici bir konugsma
dinledik ve bize nereden geldigimiz
soruldu. "Turkiye” cevabini verdigimizde
bitin salon bize dondi ve aksanimiz
olmadigini ve ingilizcemizin ne kadar iyi
oldugunu sdyledi. Tabii ki ACI 6grencileri
olmaktan bir daha gurur duyduk. Ben
Harvard'da konusmaciya bir soru yénelttim
ve bazen hayatta rahatlik bolgemizden
¢ikip, kendimizi tanitmak gerektigini,

bir seylere dahil olmak gerektigini ve iyi
baglantilar kurmak gerektigini 6grendim.
Soruyu sorduktan sonra kendimle gurur
duydum, ¢linki Amerika’nin her yerinden
gelen 6grenci ve velilerin arasinda Harvard
Kabul Ofisi'ne bir soru sormustum, Ustelik
yabanci bir 6grenciydim! Daha sonra
bize sunumu yapan adamla konusma
firsatimiz oldu ve ona hem kendimizi,
hem okulumuzu tanittik. Hatta birkag
kelime Tirkge bile 6grettik! Sonra hemen
Harvard kitap dikkanindaydik ve Harvard
kazaklarimi almayi unutmadik. Kitapgidan
cikarken insanlarin bizi Harvard 6grencisi
sanmasi bile inanilmaz bir duyguydu ve
daha cok calisip hedeflerimize ulagsmak
istedik. Kisa bir yolculuktan sonra Boston
Universitesi'ndeydik ve orada bir info
session’a katildik. BU'dan sonra, sonunda
MIT'deydik! Orada ACI ve Bogazici
mezunu olan ve MIT'de birkag yildir
calisan Renin bizi karsiladi. Sordugumuz
her soruya cevap veren ve bize yardimci
olan Renin bize tim kampUsu gezdirdi.
MIT'nin 6grenci sakalari, teknoloji
olanaklari ve genel olarak kampusteki
hava beni ¢ok etkiledi. Aksamsa, cok

ozel bir gecemiz vardi. Boston'daki
Congregational Library'de Gniversiteleri
agirlayacaktik. Sadece ACl igin kapilarini
actilar ve ¢cok mutluyduk. Mr. Boobar ise
gelecek Universite temsilcileri igin bir
strl geleneksel Turk yemegi getirmisti
ve muhtesem cupcake’ler ismarlamisti.
Sadece ACI 6grencileriyle konusmak igin
bircok Universiteden gorevliler geldi ve
onlarla yakin dostluklar kurduk ve konugma
firsati bulduk. Aksamin sonunda hepsi ACI
hakkinda fikir sahibiydi ve bir sonraki gezi
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duraklarina ACl'y1 ekleyeceklerine s6z
verdiler.

Cuma glinii Brown Universitesi'ne

gittik ve sdylemem gerekiyor ki en

¢ok Brown’dan etkilendim. Siradisi bir
tanitimin sonrasinda Brown'u gezdik. Cok
6zgun ve degisik bir okuldu, fakat bu
6zgunligun icinde bir lvy League okulu
ozelliklerini de tastyordu. Daha sonra Mr.
Boobar'in New York'tan eski 6grencisi
Emmet’la tanistik. Emmet bize bir 6grenci
gdzinden Brown'i anlatti ve gercekten
Brown'a asik oldum. Benim icin en uygun
okul olduguna karar verdikten sonra,
Brown'dan ayrildik.

Farkinda bile olmadan, Pazar giini
izmir'deydik. Turkiye'ye geri geldigimizde

jet-lag’in de etkileriyle bir an varligimizi
sorguladik ve kendimize “Bitti mi yani?
Geri donebilir miyiz?” diye sorduk. Bu
unutulmaz tecriibe beni ¢ok etkilemisti

ve emindim ki bu gezi hayatim boyunca
asla unutmayacagim “o"” gezi olacakt.
Didem Hanim'a 6zel tesekkirlerimi iletmek
istiyorum, ¢linkl onsuz bu gezi olmazdi. O,
bitin gezi boyunca bizimleydi ve onsuz
New York'u yasayamazdik. Bizi New York'a
hayran birakan Didem Hanim sayesinde
ilerideki senelerde bir daha New York'a
gitme plani kaginilmaz oldu! Mr. Boobar'a
da ayrica Didem Hanimla beraber bu geziyi
organize ettigi icin tesekkirlerimi sunarim,
onun gibi bir New York'lu ile gercek
Universite ruhunu yasadik!

school! I really liked Stevens because it was
a residential campus located in the city with
the magnificent view of Manhattan. Plus, for
an aspiring engineer, a tech school is always
very alluring! Our next stop was Fordham
University, a school with great success in

the field of business . We had a tour of the
Lincoln Center located in Manhattan. After

a quick coffee break, we found ourselves in
the New York University information session.
NYU is a unique school which has campuses
all over New York and the world which

is very interesting. With the school color
purple everywhere ; we learned about how
in NYU, you could create your individualized
study area in the Gallatin School or join the
Quidditch club which | always dreamed
about ever since | was a kid. After NYU, we
directly went back to our hotel in Wall Street
because we would be going to Boston the
next day!

On Wednesday, we went to a “small college
in New Haven.” You guessed it right; it is
Yale. Yale had the characteristics of the ivy
league school, along with having its own
neighbourhood and | absolutely loved how
they kept their traditions and of course,

the Yale Library. After Yale, we were at Tufts
where we met Leyla who was super sweet
to show us around the campus and who
introduced us to Jumbo, the elephant
mascot of Tufts. Didem Hanim and Mr.
Boobar were always with us to encourage us
to ask questions, to introduce ourselves and
the most important, to introduce ACl to all
these great universities which | realized they
know about ACl already, we are a worldwide
school! On the road, we stopped at Brandeis
University where we met the Amado twins
who graduated from ACI last year and who
were thrilled to show us around Brandeis
and talk about their school. | was glad to see
how they continued their music careers by
joining the a capella group while studying
there.

It was Thursday and we woke up to the
smell of something delicious : Coffee and
the cookie treats our hotel gave us. It was

a major day for us, we were going to visit
Harvard, MIT, Boston University and Mass
Art. We started with Harvard and we didn't
forget to rub John Harvard's famous foot

of course. We listened to a very impressive
presentation and we were asked as a group
where we were from. When we answered
“Turkey” everyone in the room had a
reaction of “ You don't have an accent. You

sound great! “ We felt proud to be ACI
students. | actually asked a question and |
learned that in life, you have to step out of
your comfort zone and present yourself,

get involved in some sort of thing, make
good networks. | felt especially proud after
asking the question because | was talking
in front of Harvard Admission Officers and
Harvard students in a room filled with over a
hundred students who came all over the U.S,
and | was a foreign student. Later, we were
lucky enough to talk to the man who gave
the presentation to us and we introduced
ACl to him, even taught him a little bit of
Turkish! Later we rushed to the bookstore
to get our Harvard sweatshirts. Stepping out
of the bookstore, even being mistaken for

a Harvard student made us feel very proud
and made me want to study more and more
to get into those schools. After a very short
trip, we were in Boston University where

we had a great info session with one of the
students and the admissions officers. It was
a very large campus and it had the feeling
of the residential campus located in a city.
After BU, we were finally in MIT! We were
greeted by Renin, who was a graduate of
ACI who later on graduated from Bogazici.
She had been working in the Koch Institute
for Cancer Research for a few years. | was
really impressed by MIT for the student
pranks, the technology opportunities it
offered and really, MIT as a whole school.

It was just the dream school. That night, we
had a very special event. We were to host an
reception in the Congregational Library in
Boston. They were super sweet to let us use
the historical library for our event and they
opened their doors just for ACI. Mr.Boobar
was kind enough to order cupcakes for us
and bring traditional Turkish deserts for the
university representatives we would meet.
Alot of representatives came to our event
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just to talk with ACI students and we were
fortunate enough to get information from
them. By the end of the evening, all of them
knew about ACI and they made sure to
come to ACI for their next stop. We had a
great night talking with them.

On Friday, we went to Brown University and
| must admit | was impressed by Brown the
most. We had a very unconventional info
session and we had a tour with a student

in Brown. Brown was very unique yet it had
the characteristics of a traditional lvy League
school therefore | believe that impressed me
a lot. Later, we met Emmet who used to be a
student of Mr.Boobar in the Lycée Francais
de New York. Emmet gave us a student’s
view of Brown and | fell in love with Brown.

| decided it was the perfect school for me.
They don't have the traditional grading
system yet they preserve the school’s
traditions. We left Brown with a huge smile
on our faces and we returned back to New
York.

Before we realised, we were in lzmir on
Sunday. When we came back, with the

effect of the jet lag, | had a moment where |
questioned my existence and asked myself
“Is it over? Can | go back? “I was thrilled by
this unforgettable experience | had over the
past days and | was then sure this trip would
be ‘the trip” of my high school years. | would
like to thank Didem Hanim for organising this
amazing trip for us and for always being with
us throughout trip. Without her, this trip would
not be possible and of course, we wouldn't
experience the true New York spirit without
her. She is a huge fan of New York and she
made us fell in love with the city. | would also
like to thank Mr. Boobar for his guidance
throughout the trip and for his collaboration
with Didem Hanim for organising this trip. We
really got to experience the college spirit with
a New Yorker!
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5 GUNDE 15 UNIVERSITE...
DIKKAT! ASAGIDAKI YAZI
HAYATINIZI DEGISTIREBILIR

m Melisa Ozbayrakei

m Melisa Ozbayrakei

u bahar tatilinde Didem
Hanim ve Bay Boobar ile
17 6grenci hep beraber
Amerika'da Universite
turuna gittik. Ben de bu
sansh 6grencilerden
birisiydim. Bu alti gece

his spring break 17 students went
Tto U.S with Didem Hanim and Mr.

Boobar for a college tour. | was one
of those lucky students. During our six
nights and seven days there was never a

dull moment where we wished we came
back. If you think that it was the magical

yedi gin slresince geri ddnmemizi

atmosphere of New York or Boston,

you may be right. But for me it was the
chemistry of an awesome group combined
with our dreams and ambition. | must say

istetecek hicbir sikici animiz olmadi. Eger
bunun New York ve Boston'un sihirli

atmosferinden oldugunu duslnlyorsaniz,
muhtemelen haklisiniz. Fakat benim igin

that | was not actually thinking of studying
abroad in university but this trip changed
my opinion a lot. Maybe not for college, but
I'm seriously thinking about a grad school.
Now, | know you must be thinking of which
schools we went to and what changed

muhtesem bir grubun olusturdugu hayaller
ile hirsin kimyasiydi. Sunu belirtmeliyim ki
ben genel olarak yurt disinda Universite

egitimi almayi disinmuiyordum ama bu
gezi fikrimi cok degistirdi. Lisans egitimi
olmazsa bile yiksek lisan egitimini

ciddi olarak distniyorum. Simdi, hangi

my mind so | want to tell you about my

Universitelere gittigimizi ve benim fikrimin experience day by day.
neyin degistirdigini distiniyorsunuzdur,
o zaman bende size bu tecriibemi giin ve

gun anlatmak istiyorum.

Saturday March 28th 2015
At 8:00 a.m 17 students said their
goodbyes and headed for the trip of a

Cumartesi 28 Mart 2015

Sabah saat 8:00 de tiim &grenciler vedalasti
ve muhtesem bir yolculuga ¢iktik Cok uzun
bir ugustan sonra riyalar sehri New York'a
indik. Cok yorgun olmamiza ragmen hemen
arastirma i¢in disari ¢iktik. Bay Boobar
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yedik ve sehrin heyecanini biraz daha iyi
anladik.

Pazar 30 Mart 2015

Maraton simdi resmen baslad. ilk
duragimiz Barnard Universitesi'ydi. Yeni

diger mezunlarla beraber okulu gezdirdi.
Beni en etkileyen bolim Columbia’dan
mezun olan herkesin bazi temel kitaplari

sayesinde her seyi ¢cok kolay bulduk.
Tesekkiirler Bay Boobar. Ozgiirliik heykelini
gordikten sonra dondurucu havanin etkisi
ile yatmaya karar verdik. okumus olmalari. Ne okuyor olursaniz olun
bu kitaplarin herkes tarafindan okunmasi
Pazar 29 Mart 2015 mezunlarimizdan Defne ve Yasemin mecburi ¢linki okul sadece hukuk,
Guzel bir uykudan sonra tim enerjimizi
topladik ve tim Central Park’i gezdik.
Eriyen kar birikimlerinden kartopu yaparak
aramizda kar topu savasi yaptik. Sonunda

Metropolitan muzesine ulastik. Miizede

Erding bizi karsiladi. Onlarin
sehirdeki mutlu yasamlari bizler
sasirtti. Barnard, Columbia
Universitesinin bir bélimu ve
sadece kiz okulu. Columbia
Universitesine adim atmaz
hepimiz ¢cok hayret ettik.
Okulun atmosferi ve dev tarihi

muhtesem resimler, Ronesans dénemi
italya’sini ve bircok seyi gérdik. Buradan
Le Pain Quotidien lokantasina gittik ve
New York'taki en saglikli yemekleri yedik. binalarla dolu kampisi size
daha buytk bir seyin parcasi gibi
hissettiriyor. Yeni mezunumuz,
Columbia Universitesi birinci
sinif 6grencisi Melisa Ozen okul
hakkinda bizlere bilgi verdi ve

Oradan sonra sehri dolagsmaya devam
ettik, Manhattan'i ele gecirdik. Benim favori
yerim tabiki de Magnolia Bakerydi. Muzlu
pudingler ve cupcakeler muhtesemdi. O
glin aksam yemegimizi Times meydaninda
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lifetime. After long hours of flying we
landed to the city of dreams, New York.
Even though we were exhausted we went
out to explore. Thanks to the Mr. Boobar
we found everything very easily. We saw
the Statue of Liberty and finally decided to
sleep because of the freezing weather and
along, long day.

Sunday March 29th 2015

After a good night's sleep we gained all our
energy and walked through all of Central
Park. We even had a snowball fight with a
melting pile of snow. Finally we arrived to
the Metropolitan Museum. We all went and
saw the amazing paintings, the renaissance
of Italy and such. Then we went to Le Pain
Quotidien and had the healthiest meal

in New York. From there our exploration
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continued. We took over Manhattan. My
personal favorite was of course Magnolia
Bakery. The banana pudding and the
cupcakes were heavenly. That night we had
dinner at Times square and got a glimpse
of the excitement of the city.

Monday March 30th, 2015

Now, the marathon officially began. Our
first stop was Barnard College. Our newly
graduates Defne and Yasemin Erding
welcomed us. We were all amazed by their
happy life in the city. Barnard is a part of
Columbia and it is an all-girls school. When
we first stepped foot in Columbia we were
all amazed. The atmosphere, the gigantic
campus filled with amazing historical
buildings just made you feel like you were




muhendislik gibi egitimleri vermesinin
yaninda ayrica genel perspektif ve bilgi
de vermekte. Bu kadar hayranliktan sonra
Cooper Union‘a gittik. New York'un tam
kalbinde yer alan ufak bir okul. Bu okulda
sadece muhendislik ve mimarlik egitimi
verilmektedir. Buylk bir kampUsi yok
sadece iki binadan olusmakta. Her iki bina
da ¢ok modern olarak dizayn edilmis.
Burada okuyan kisilerin gercek hayat
deneyimi yasadiklarini distiniyorum
¢linkd yaptiklari projeler inanilmaz. Burada
birinci sinifta yaptiklarini diger okullarda
son siniflarda yaptiriyorlar. Yapilan detayli
tur hepimizin New York'taki yasam ve
burada okuma hakkinda distnduardi. Su
ana kadar inanilmaz. Bu guinkd Universite
turumuz New School'da sona erdi. Burasi
Parsons ve Eugene Lang gibi okullarin
karigimi. Temel olarak kampls giiney
Manhattan’in her yerinde. Hepimizin
bildigi gibi Parsons modacilarin riya okulu.
Ogrenciler cok orijinal giyiniyorlardi ve
herkesin kendine ait bir sitili vardi. Sikisik
siniflar ve kiictik asansorler bana biraz
ezici gelmesine ragmen, Vogue dergisinin
bu gline kadar basilmis bitin sayilarini
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iceren kitiphanesi beni hayran birakt.
Burasi sanatgiysaniz kesinlikle disiinmeniz
gereken bir okul. O gece ACI mezunlari
bizleri agirladilar. Onlari tek tek tanimak
ve New York'taki yasam hakkinda bilgi
almak ¢ok glzeldi. Hepsinin benzersiz

tecribeleri vardi ve hepsi cok mutluydu.
En glzel bélim onlarla konustugunuz
zaman sehri tavsiye etmemelerine ragmen
size davet etmeleriydi. Hepsi bizlere kendi
iletisim bilgilerini verdi New York'ta yasam

veya c¢alisma hakkinda bir sorumuz olursa
arayabilece@imizi séylediler. Onlarin ev
sahipligi stperdi ve onlara harika gece igin
tekrar tesekkir ederim.

Sali 31 Mart 2015

Uglincii glinimiiz Hoboken, New Jersey
seyahat ile basladi. Gemi seyahati harikaydi
ve biz sehri bir de denizden kesfettik. Bu
hepimize instragram icin resim ¢cekmesine
firsat verdi. Sahilde kisa bir yurlyusle
Stevens Teknoloji Enstitlisti'ne vardik.
Kampdsu ¢ok buytktu. Kendilerine ait
kaleleri bile vardi. Hocalarimiz sayesinde
ozel bilgilendirme oturumu ve detayl
kampds turu yaptik. Benim anladigima
gore Stevens Okulu glivenli ve ¢ok itibarli
bir yer. Burasi ayni zamanda muhtesem bir
New York manzarasina sahipti. Okulun spor
aktiviteleri ve gelismis programlari gibi
muhtesem imké&nlari var. Ne olmaniza karar
verme konusunda size esneklik saglyorlar.
Bir sonraki duragimiz Lincon Merkezi'nin
yanindaki Fordham Universitesi idi. Bu okul
cok uzun binaydi. Eger Glee izliyorsaniz

ne demen istedigimi anlarsiniz. Buradaki
tanitim toplantisinda
buranin diinyanin her
yerinden gelen yabanci
ogrenciler icin esas
olarak isletme egitimi
veren bir okul oldugunu
6grendik. Buranin
atmosferin tam bir
isletme gibiydi. Burasinin
kampus olmayip uzun bir
bina olmasinda dolayi bir
isyerinde calisyormus
gibi hissediyorsunuz.
Glntn son Universitesi
New York Universitesi
oldu. New York'ta ¢ekim
setleri olan Gossip Girl
veya diger popdiler
televizyon dizilerini
seyrettiyseniz burasini
hatirlayacaksiniz. Kampus Washington
Meydani ve cevresinde yer almakta. New
York Universitesinin diinyada U¢ kampusi
bulunmakta ve sizlere New York, Abu

Dabi ve Sanghay’'daki kamplslerinde
okuma ayricaligini sunuyor. Okulun ¢ok iyi
egitimi ve yatakhaneleri var. New York'un
merkezinde bir okul ariyorsunuz burasi tam
yeri. O glin sansimiza giind bir meshurla
bitirdik. Park etrafinda yirirken Sebnem
Bozoklu ile karsilastik. Kendisi Ulan istanbul,

a part of something great. Our also newly
graduate and a freshman at Columbia
Melisa Ozen explained to us about her
school and showed us around with some
other ACI alumni. What impressed me the
most was, the Core Curriculum, the part
where you had to read some essential
books with everyone else who will be
graduating from Columbia. No matter
what you study these classic books are

still mandatory because the university is
not only giving education only for lawyers
or engineers, it is giving them a general
perspective and knowledge. After such
admiration we went to the Cooper Union. It
is a very small school located at the heart of
New York. It is only for engineering, art, and
architecture. It did not have a big campus
but two main buildings. Both buildings very
modernly designed. | believe, the people
who are admitted get a real life working
experience, because the projects that they
had completed were mind blowing. What
they did in freshman year is usually done
as seniors in other schools. The detailed
tour made us all think about life in NYC and
studying there. So far it looked awesome.
Our college tour for the day ended at

the New School. It is the combination of
schools like Parsons and Eugene Lang.
Basically the campus is all over the lower
Manhattan. Parsons is a dream school for
designers as we all know. The students
were all dressed very original and they
had their own style. For me the packed
classrooms and tiny elevators were a bit
overwhelming however their library which
included every issue of Vogue ever printed
fascinated me. If you are an artist this the
school you should consider definitely. That
night the ACI Alumni hosted a happy hour
for us. It was lovely meeting each one of
them and get an idea of living in NY. They
each had unique experiences there and
they were all happy. The great part was
that when you talked to them they did not
only recommended the city but they also
invited you. They gave us their information
and asked us to contact them if we had
any questions about their work or living in
NY. Their hospitality was clearly seen and

I thank again all of them for an incredible
night.

Tuesday March 31st, 2015
Our third day began early as we sat sail to
Hoboken, New Jersey. The ferry ride was

incredible, we discovered the city from
the sea. It was an opportunity for us to
take pictures for Instagram. After a short
walk by the shore we got to the Stevens

Institute of Technology. The campus was
enormous. They even had their own castle.
Thanks to our teachers we had a private
info session and a campus tour. From what
I understood, Stevens is a very safe and
prestigious college. It also has the best
view of New York. The school had great
opportunities like many sports activities
and also very advanced programs. They
give you the flexibility to decide what

you want to be. Our next stop was the
Fordham University located right next to
the Lincoln Center. This main part of the
school was located in a high building. If
you watch Glee you know what I'm talking
about. In our info session we learned that
is it is well-known as a business school
that welcomes international students from

all around the world. The atmosphere

was very businesslike. Because there was
not a big campus but a tall building you
already felt like you were working. The

last university of the day was New York
University. If you watched Gossip Girl or
popular TV shows that are set in New York,
I'm sure you'll recognize the place. The
campus is right at the Washington Square
Park and all around it. NYU, has three main
campuses around the world and gives you
the privilege to choose between NY, Abu
Dhabi and Shanghai. The school itself has
great courses and very nice dorms. If you
are looking for a place at the center of

NY, this is your school. We ended the day
with a celebrity. When we were walking
around Washington Square Park we saw
Sebnem Bozoklu. She is a famous Turkish
actress that played in Ulan istanbul, Canim
Ailem, Niyazigll Dért Nala. The moment we
sighted her, | ran to her and told her | am
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Canim Ailem ve Niyazi Dértnala gibi dizi

ve filmlerde rol alan bir sanatgi. Onu
gdérmemizle beraber kosarak yanina gittim
ve kendisine onun bir hayrani oldugumu
séyledim. Hayatimin en hizli kosusu olan bu
kosuda bir cita gibi kostum.

Carsamba 1 Nisan 2015

Tabii ki gline erken basladik ve Boston
ziyaretine hazirdik. Uyandigim zaman New
Haven'daki Yale Universitesi'ne gelmistik.
New York ve Boston arsinda yer alan ve bu
ylzden de kendi kasabasi olan bir okuldu.
Bu okulun atmosferi cok degisikti, eski
ama yenilik¢iydi. Ne kadar ¢ok ziyaretgi
oldugunu gérdigimde gozlerin yerinde
cikacaktr. Burasi bitin Asyalilarin uyum
sagladigi kesinlikle cok popiler olan bir
okuldu. En hayranlik veren balimi ise
kutiphanesiydi. Burada ilk basilan incili,
Gutenberg incili'ni ve bircok ilk basim
kitaplari gordik. Duvarlarda okulun
faydalarini goz attik. Yale Universitesi'nden
sonra Boston'a devam ettik. ikinci okul Tufts
idi. Burada bizi mezunumuz Leyla karsiladi
ve okulu turu yaptirdi. Kampus ¢ok glzel,
herkes cok huzurlu ve mutlu gézikiyordu.
Dinlenen veya derse giren 6grencilerin
mutluluklarini hissedebiliyordunuz.

Bu okula asik olmamin sebebi ise
yatakhaneleriydi. Burada odalar ¢cok genis
ve bagimsiz tuvaletleri vardi. Su ana kadar
bu konu bir ayricalik gibi gozikiyordu.
Boston'a varmadan dnce Brandeis
Universitesinde durduk. Deniz Selin Amado
kardesler Can ile beraber giizel okullarini
bize gosterdiler. Bu Universite genis
kampusu ve ekonomi egitimi konusunda
meshur. Burasi benim ¢ok begenmedigim
cok uzak ylrime mesafelerine sahipti.
Gururlu ayriligimizdan sonra Boston’a varir
varmaz dogruca Cheese Factory'e gittik
ve hayatimizin en glizel cheesecake'lerini
yedik.

Persembe 2 Nisan 2015

Bu gliniin geldigine inanamiyorum,
Harvard Universitesine gidiyorduk. Benim
gbbek bagim ileride buraya gelebilmem
Umidi ile buraya gémulmisti. Ben

her zaman bunun imkénsiz oldugunu
dusinmistim, ancak bu fikrim

degisti. Kampusu, 6grencileri ve sehri
gordikten sonra hayat amacim degisti.
Ne olursa olsun buraya gelmeyi ve
okumayi istedim. Tabi ki John Harvard'in
heykelinin dniinde resim cektik ki ben
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ozellikle milyonlarca fotograf ¢cektim.
Heykelin ayaklarina burada okuyabilmek
icin binlerce kez surttiim ki sonradan
6grencilerin geceleri buraya isedigini
6grendim. Her neyse John ile aramizdaki
bag bana gore kutsaldi ve bir b&limim
nedensizce oradaydi. Sonunda John

ile ayrildik ve tura devam ettik. Bu tur
yapmis oldugumuz diger turlardan

sanki muze turu gibi daha degisik ve
organizeydi. Yakinizdaki akilli beyinleri
hissediyorsunuz, parlak gelecegi
koklayabiliyorsunuz. Herkesin Harvard'a
gitmek istemesinden dolayi rekabet ¢cok
yuksekti. Bilgi salonu diinyanin her bir
yerinden sadece okulu gérmek isteyen
kisilerle doluydu. Burada daha fazla bilgi
almak isteyen insanlarin ve digerlerini
etkilemek isteyen insanlarin micadelesini
hissedebiliyorsunuz. Harvard kesiklikle
ziyaret edilmesi ve tecriibe edilmesi
gereken bir okul. Burasini anlatamazsiniz
yasamaniz lazim. Buradan ayrildiktan
sonra Charles nehrinin diger tarafina
gectik. Bilim &siklarinin en iyi okulu olan
Massachusetts Teknoloji Universitesi'ni
gezme zamani gelmisti. Mezunlarimizdan
Renin bizlere tur yaptirdi ve burada

yapabilecegimiz egitim hakkinda bilgi
verdi. Okul, cok glizel Harvard ve Charles
nehri manzarasi ve sehrin merkezinde yer
alan kampusuyle ¢ok cekiciydi.Bu basarili
glini 6zel bir gece ile bitirdik. ACI bazi
Universitelere ve mezunlarimiza kokteyl
duzenledi. Okul kurucularimizin geldigi
Beacon sokagindaki bir kiitiphanede
yapildi. Bu ziyaret edemedigimiz bazi
Universiteler ile beraber ve bizler
hakkindaki goruslerini almak icin ¢ok
glizel bir deneyim oldu. Ne firsatlarimiz
oldugu ve gelecegimiz hakkinda neler
yapabilecegimize ait bircok sorularimiz
oldu. Herkes ¢ok nazikti ve Turk cerezi

ile lezzetli cupcake'ler yenilirken herkes
birbirine yardimci oldu

Cuma 3 Nisan 2015

Bugtin ne yazik ki Gniversite gezebilecegimiz
son giindu. Son duragimiz olarak stiper lig
tiniversitesi olan Brown Universitesi'ne gittik.
Boston'dan uzak olmayan sehre benzeyen
bir kampus Universitesiydi. Bize okul turu
yaptiran 6grenci yaptirdigi turdan dolay:
kendinden emin ve mutluydu. Yatakhaneler
yeni olmamasina ragmen, bu eski
yatakhanelerde gecirdigi glizel zamanlara

a fan. She was very polite and took photos
with me. It was a great memory that we

all laughed afterwards. Apparently | had
ran like a cheetah after her which was the
fastest | have run in my life.

Wednesday April 1st, 2015

Of course we started our day early and

we were ready for our Boston visit. When

| woke up from my sleep we were in Yale,
New Haven. ltis a school between NY

and Boston therefore it has its own town.
The atmosphere of this school was very
different, old but innovating. When | saw
how many visitors there were my eyes
popped out. It was definitely a popular
school where all the many Asians saw
themselves. The most amazing part was its
library. We saw one of the first published
Bibles, The Gutenberg Bible and many
first edition books. In these walls you
could get a glimpse of the benefits of the
school. From Yale we moved on to Boston.
Before we arrived to Boston we stopped
by the Brandeis University. Deniz and Selen
Amado along with Can showed us their
beautiful school. The university is famous
for its economy courses and big campus. It

really had great walking distances which |
was not that fond of. Our first Boston school
was TUFTS. Our graduate Leyla greeted us

and gave us a tour. The campus was great,
everyone looked peaceful and happy. You
could feel the happy vibes of the students
going to classes or just chilling out. The
dorms were the reason why | fell in love
with this school. They were very spacious
and had separate bathrooms. So far it
looks like a great privilege. After our proud
farewells we finally arrived at Boston. Upon
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our arrival we directly went to Cheesecake
Factory and simply ate the best cheesecake
of our lives.

Thursday April 2nd, 2015

| couldn't believe that this day had finally
arrived, we were going to the Harvard
University. My umbilical cord was buried
here in the hopes of me coming here

one day. | always thought such a thing

was impossible however my opinion has
changed. After seeing the campus, the
students and the city my life goal became
something else. No matter what, | wanted
to come and study here. Of course we took
a photo in front of the John Harvard statue
and | especially took a million photos. |
rubbed his foot a thousand times to be
able to study here which later | learned
that Harvard students were urinating on at
nighttime. Anyways it didn't matter to me
because | knew that our bond with John
was sacred to me and a part of me was

not there for nothing. Eventually we had

to separate, John and |, so we went on

with the tour. This tour was different and
more organized from any school we had
ever visited, it was like a museum tour. You
could feel the smart brains near you, you
could smell their bright future. This school
was different, not because it was the oldest
or in Boston but because it was the most
wanted. Everybody wants to go to Harvard,
therefore the competition is unbelievable.
The information assembly guessed people
from all around the world who just to see
this school. You felt the struggle there

in that forum, people trying to get more
information and impress others. Harvard

is definitely a school you must visit and
experience. You can't tell it, you must live
it. As we left this amazing university we
crossed to the other side of the Charles
River. It was time to visit one of the best
schools for science lovers the one and
only Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Our graduate Renin gave us a tour and
explained the possible courses that we
could take here. Of course the campus is
very alluring, right at the center of the city
with a beautiful view of Harvard and the
Charles River. We ended this successful day
with a special night. ACI hosted a cocktail
for some universities and our graduates.

It took place in a library on Beacon Street
where our school founders came from.

It was definitely a great experience to
socialize with some universities we could
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ait hikayeler anlatti ve glildi. Bu duygu bizi
bu okula ¢ekti. Hepimiz 6grencilere, olumlu
yoneticilere ve kampuse hayret ettik. Eger
bir okulu segmem gerekirse burasi kesinlikle
sececedim okul. Bay Boobar'in 6grencisi
Emmett de tur yaptirdi ve ne istiyorsak onu
yapmamizi tavsiye etti. Bu Amerikan egitim
siteminin sagladigi bir avantaj. Mihendis
veya is adami olmak icin ayni okula gidebilir
ve istediginiz dersleri alabilirsiniz. Eger
fikrinizi degistirip mimar olmak isterseniz de
olursunuz. Anlatmak istedigim 6zgustiniz,
iste bundan dolayi bir¢ok kisi Amerika'da
okumaya karar veriyor. ilham veren Brown
turumuz bitti ve New York'a dogru yola
¢iktik. Donis yolculugumuzda gelecek
beklentisinden dolayi ¢cok yorgunduk.
Sonsuz olanaklar gérdik ve karar zamani
¢ok 6nemli bir andi.

Cumartesi 4 Nisan 2015

Gezinin son glnu ¢ok i¢ kararticiyd!.
Zaman c¢ok ¢abuk gecti ve kimse Turkiye'ye
dénmek istemiyordu. O giin Plaza Otel'den
Wall Street’e kadar yurtaduk. Alisveris yaptik,
yedik ve dinlendik. Her bir dakikamizi sehri
incelemek icin harcadik. Sonunda otele
doénip esyalarimiz topladik ve havaalanina
dogru yola ¢iktik. Ucakta melekler gibi
uyuduk, ¢tinkd yedi guin icinde yirmi
kilometre yol yurimustik.

Sonug olarak bu benim hayatimin en

guzel gezisiydi. Bu sadece Universiteler ve
arkadaslarla alakali degildi, biz gelecegin
tadini almis ve 6grenmistik. Universite
yasami kendimizi bir sekilde ifade
edebilecegdimiz ve yaratici olabilecegimiz
yeni bir diinyaydi. Ben sizlere

bu Universitelere gitmenizi ve
incelemenizi tavsiye ediyorum.
Eminim yurtdisinda okumak
istemiyorsaniz bile daha ¢ok
hirslanacak ve diinya hakkinda daha
iyi bir gorise sahip olacaksiniz. ilk
defa hayatimda sadece notlar icin
degil ama kendim i¢in daha fazla
calismak istedim. Arastirma yapmalk,
calismak ve bir sey hakkinda tutkulu
olmak istedim. Hayatim boyunca
zevk alarak yapacak bir sey yapmak
istedim. Size sOylemem gerekir ki,
yani ne demek istedigimi umarim
anlamigsinizdir, gezi sonrasi durum
¢ok eziciydi. Didem Hanim ve Bay
Boobar, bu inanilmaz gezi igin
tesekkir ederiz, sizlere sonsuza
kadar minnettariz.
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not visit and have an insight of their
thoughts for us. We asked many questions
to them about what we could do in our
future and the possibilities we have.
Everyone was so polite and helped out
each other, enjoying Turkish cerez and
delicious cupcakes.

Friday April 3rd, 2015

It was unfortunately our last day to visit a
university. For our final destination we went
to the Ivy League school Brown University.
It was not far from Boston but a campus
university that looked like a private city.
The boy who gave us the tour was so
confident and happy to show us around.

It was clear that he loved his school. Even
though he said that the dorms were not
that new, told stories about his good

times in the old dorms and laughed about
them. That was the spirit that attracted

us to school. We were all amazed by the
students, the positive staff and the campus.
If I had to choose one school to come

and study it would definitely be this one.
Mr. Boobar's old student Emmett from

the Lycée Francais de New York also gave
us a tour and advised us to do the things
we want. This is an advantage that the
American education system provides you.
Even if you want to become an engineer or
businessman you get into the same school
and take the courses you like. If you want to
change your mind and become an architect
you can. What | mean is that you are free,
which is why a lot of people decide to

go study in the US. Our inspiring Brown
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tour ended as we headed back to NY.
During our ride back we were all tired by
the anticipation of our future. We saw the
endless possibilities and the decision time
was a very important moment.

Saturday April 4th, 2015

The very last day of the trip was very
depressing. No one wanted to go back to
Turkey; the time we had passed so quickly.
That day we walked from the Plaza Hotel

to Wall Street. We shopped, we ate and
rested. We spent every minute of our day
to explore the city. At the end we went back
to our hotel, packed and took off for the
airport. We all slept like angels on the plane
because in seven days we had walked
twenty kilometers on our last day.

As a conclusion this was one of the best trips
of my life. It was not just about the universities
or friends, we learned and took a taste of

the future. College life is a whole new world
where we can express ourselves in any way
and be creative. | seriously urge all of you

to go and explore these universities. I'm

sure even if you don't want to study abroad,
you will have a better view of the world and
definitely get more ambitious. For the first
time in my life | wanted to study not just

for grades but also for myself. | wanted to
research, study and be passionate about
something. Something that | could do for the
rest of my life with joy. | really hope you get
what | mean because the aftermath of our trip
was so overwhelming, | had a lot to tell. Thank

you Didem Hanim and Mr. Boobar for this
incredible trip, we are forever grateful.
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VY LEAGUE UNIVERSITELERI ACI'DA

VY UNIVERSITIES AT ACH

Amerika'nin en saygin Universitelerinden

Harabeleri'ni gezdiler.

olusan "lvy League"in Ug UnlG Universitesi
Princeton, UPENN ve Columbia, kurumlarini
tanitmak lizere izmir Amerikan Koleji'ndeydiler.
Ogrencilerimizin biling diizeyinden ¢ok etkilendiklerini ifade eden (iniversite yetkilileri,
sunumlarindan énce, ACI Yurtdisi Universite Danismani James Boobar ile tarihi Efes

///117////// NEWS

The three prestigious vy League universities- Princeton, UPENN and Columbia were
at ACl to promote their institutions. The university representatives were very much
impressed by the level of awareness our students showed. Before their presentation,
the guests were taken to an Ancient Ephesus Tour, accompanied by our Foreign
University Counselor, James Boobar.

YURTDIS
UNIVERSITELER
DANISMANLIK
OFISINDEN
HABERLER

EWS FROM
NTERNATIONAL
UNINERSITY
COUNSELING
OFFICE

2014-2015 Egitim Yil okulumuzun Yurtdisi Universiteler Danigmanlik Ofisi
icin yine yogun bir yil oldu. 3. kez dizenledigimiz ACI Education Day; ilk
defa izmir'in ve ACI'in ziyaret edildigi CIS Tiirkiye Turu, Columbia, Princeton

ve UPENN gibi Universitelerin ziyareti darken tam 142 degisik yurtdisi
Universiteyi kampustmuizde agirladik. 2015-2016 okul yilinda daha da ¢ok
etkinlige imza atmayi umuyoruz.

2015 mezunlarimizi kutluyoruz! Bu sene, ACl tarihinde, yurtdisi Gniversitelere
en cok basvuru yapan 6grenci sayisina ulastik. Ogrencilerimizin almis
olduklari tim kabullerle gurur duyuyoruz. Bu arada 6grencilerimizin

Pomona College, The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and
Art, University of Hong Kong ve University of Oxford gibi prestijli okullara ilk
kez bu sene kabul edildiklerini de belirtelim.

It's been another busy year at ACI's International
University Counseling Office. We hosted visits from
142 different international universities, including
special events such as ACI's 3rd Annual Education
Day, the CIS Turkey tour, which included ACl and
Izmir for the first time, and for the second year in

a row we hosted colleagues from the Ivy League

in a visit from Columbia, Princeton, and University
of Pennsylvania. We're looking forward to more
exciting events in the 2015-16 academic year.
Congratulations to the class of 2015! We worked
with the largest number of ACl students applying
overseas in ACl's history. We're very proud of all of
our acceptances, and would like to note that ACI
students were accepted to the following institutions
for the first time: Pomona College, The Cooper
Union for the Advancement of Science and Art,
University of Hong Kong, University of Oxford.
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UNIVERSITIES / NUMBERS OF ACCEPTANCE

- L Brunel University 1 University of Bristol 4
(AS OF JUNE 24, 2015) ‘ Cardiff University 1 University College London 1
. . i City University London 12 (9 Foundation) University of Dundee 1

q . Durham University 2 University of East Anglia 1 (1 Foundation
~ Goldsmith’s, University of London 3 University of Edinburgh 5 (1 Foundation)

Imperial College London 1 University of Exeter 11 (4 Foundation
King's College London 5 (4 Foundation) University of Glasgow 1
Leeds Metropolitan University 1 University of Greenwich 3 (1 Foundation)
London School of Economics 1 University of Kent 5 (1 Foundation)
London South Bank University 1 (1 Foundation University of Leeds 1 (1 Foundation
Newcastle University 3 (1 Foundation University of Manchester 4 (2 Foundation
Nottingham Trent University 1 University of Nottingham 4
Plymouth College of Art & Design 1 University of Oxford 1
Queen Mary, University of London 4 (1 Foundation) University of Plymouth 6
. ’ : Y Queen’s University Belfast 1 (1 Foundation) University of Reading 1
Kanada Canada . . 7 - . r Royal Holloway University 14 (3 Foundation) University of Sheffield 4
J I ’ y L Sheffield Hallam University 1 University of Southampton §
i L a University for the Creative Arts 1 University of St Andrews 3
2 ! i - . . d | University of Arts London 8 (2 Foundation) University of Surrey 38
‘ L ) - L NCPONT University of Bath 2 University of Sussex 4

. University of Birmingham 2 University of Teeside 1
University of Brighton 4 (1 Foundation) University of Warwick 1
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CIFT DIPLOMA ILE MEZUN

o

OI.DUI.AR DUNYAYA ACILDILAR!

GRADUATING WITH TWO DIPLOMAS HAS
OPENED UP THE WORLD FOR THEM!

Ozel izmir Amerikan Koleji (ACI) 2015
mezunlan basanh sonuclaraimza
atti. LYS'de degisik puan tiirlerinde 6
mezun, ilk 1000'e girmeyi basanrken,
Uluslararasi Bakalorya Programini
(IB) bitirerek: cift diploma ile mezun
olan dgrencilerinden de giizel haberler
geldi.

The 2015 graduates of the lzmir
American College (ACl) have achieved
success. Six of our graduates were
ranked in the first 1000 in different
areas of the LYS exam. We also

had good news from our students
who completed the Intemational
Baccalaureate Program and therefore
graduated with two diplomas.
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ge Bolgesi'nin tek 1B
(Uluslararasi Bakalorya)
okulu olan Ozel izmir
Amerikan Koleji (ACI)
bu yil da 22 6grencisini
¢ift diploma ile mezun ederken tarihi
bir sonuca da imza atti. Programi
tamamlayan mezunlardan Bora
Guloglu, dinyadaki tim 2015
IB mezunlarinin sadece binde
Uglnin elde ettigi “Tam Puanla”
mezun olma basarisina ulasti. Bu
basariya Turkiye'ye 1994 yilinda
IB’nin gelmesinden beri sadece
iki IB mezunu ulagmisti. Bora,
bu énemli sonucla diinyanin en
seckin Universitelerinden Oxford
Universitesi'ne kabul edildi.

BURS VE YATAY GECIS IMKANI
Ozel izmir Amerikan Koleji Miidiir
Yardimcimiz ve IB Koordinatoérimiiz

Mine Erim de; IB Programini segcen
6grencilerin, hem ulusal hem de
uluslararasi iki diploma ile mezun
olduklarina dikkat ¢cekerek, bizlere su
bilgileri verdi:

“Diinyada ve Turkiye'de yapilan
arastirmalarda, IB mezunlarinin
Universitede belirgin bir sekilde ¢ok
daha basarili olduklari gérilmustir.
Bu nedenle, basta Avrupa ve
Amerika olmak Gzere, 140tan

fazla tlkede bulunan bircok seckin
Universite, giriste IB diplomasini 6l¢it
almaktadir. Kabul ettigi 6grenciye
basarisina gore kredi ve burs
vermektedir. Bircok IBDP mezun
6grencimiz aldiklari bu kredilerle
universitenin ilk yihndan muaf
olmuslardir. IB programi Turkiye'deki
seckin Universitelerde de ayni
avantajlari sagliyor.

Turkiye'deki bircok vakif Gniversitesi

de bu programda belli bir basariy:
yakalamis 6grencilere degisen
miktarlarda burs ve yatay gecis
olanaklari saglamaktadir” Basta Bora
olmak tzere tim IB 6grencilerimizi ve
emegi gecen tim 6gretmenlerimizi
kutluyor, bu basari hikayelerine
yenilerinin eklenmesini diliyoruz.

A s the only school in the Aegean
area to be an IB school, ACI

had 22 students graduate with two
diplomas and created history. Our
graduate, Bora Guloglu, received his I1B
diploma with “full points”. In the 2015
IB results only three in one thousand
students achieved this. Since the
implementation of the IB program in
Turkey in 1994, only two students have
received this grade. With this result,
Bora has been accepted into one of
the most prestigious universities in the
world, Oxford university.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND LATERAL
TRANSFER OPPORTUNITIES
According to Mine Erim, the assistant
principal at ACl and the IB Coordinator,
emphasized that students who elect

to participate in the IB program on
graduation, receive both a national and
international diploma. She gave us the
following information:

“According to research both here and
abroad, students with IB diplomas
perform markedly better at university.
This is why, primarily in Europe and
America, many prestigious universities
in more than 140 countries use the

IB diploma as a guide for entrance.
Scholarships and credits are given
according to the success of the
accepted students. Many of our IBDP
graduates have received credits and
have skipped the prep or foundation
year at university. IB provides the same
advantage at prestigious universities

in Turkey, too. Many Foundation
universities in Turkey give full and
partial scholarships and the opportunity
for lateral transfer to students who have
attained a certain score in IB.”

We congratulate all our IB students but
especially, Bora, on their success and
also the teachers for their role in the
students’ performance. We hope there
are more in the future.

NI/ NEW s

ZMIR'DEN OXFORDA

Oxford Universitesi Biyokimya Boliimii'ne kabul edilen Bora'ya bu basarisinda Uluslararasi
Bakalorya (IB) 6grencisi olmasinin etkisini sordugumuzda bizlere séyle cevap verdi:
"Okulumda egitime devam ederken ayni zamanda uluslararasi diploma sahibi olmamizi
saglayan IB programina da dahil oldum. Yil boyunca IB programi kapsaminda yaptigim
projeler ve galismalar, biyokimya bélimine basvuru stirecimde buyuk katki sagladh.
Sadece ana derslerde degil, IB'nin en 6nemli iki parcasi olarak bilinen bitirme tezi ve bilgi
kurami dersinde okulumuzda yaptigimiz calismalarin da beni diger basvuranlardan farkli
kildigina inaniyorum. Bitirme tezi icin kendi alanima da giren bir deney yaptim. IB'nin
blnyesinde olan calismalarim Universitelere basvuru stirecimde cok isime yaradi. Oxforda
kabuliim konusunda IB kapsaminda yaptigim tim bu ¢alismalarin
katkisi olduguna inaniyorum.
IB benim egitim hayatimi kuru ezberden cikardi. Ogrendigim her
sey yerine oturdu, ¢linki IB'de yapilan her seyi giinliik hayata ve
bagka derslere bagladik. Bdyle olunca da her ders etrafimda olup
bitenleri biraz daha iyi anlamami sagladi. Tim derslerde, 'Bunu
nasil uygulayabiliriz?' sorusunu sordugumuz i¢in Oxford'a bagvuru
stirecimi kolaylastirdi.”

A

FRQI\/\ IZI\/\IR TO OXFORD

Bora, who has been accepted into the Biochemistry department at Oxford University, was
asked how this success was affected by his being an IB student. He had this to say:

"While continuing my education at this school, | joined the IB program which enables you

to get an international diploma. The projects and work | did within the IB program this year
helped me immensely with my application to the Department of Biochemistry. It was not only
the main subjects studied which helped me but the two most important elements of the IB
program; the Extended Essay and TOK lessons. | believe that these are what set me apart from
other applicants. For my Extended Essay | conducted an experiment which is connected to the
area | am interested in. All these things were helpful during my application process. | believe
that all the work | did during the IB program had an effect on my acceptance to Oxford.

The IB Diploma program changed my education by eliminating memorization. Everything |
learned fell into place because through IB we linked everything to daily life and to other lessons.
This helped me understand what was happening around me. Since in every lesson | asked myself,
“How can | apply this?” this made my application process to Oxford much easier."
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INDEMEZUN

OLAN OGRENCILERIMIZE iki
OZEL KUTLAMAYLA V VEISA ETTIK

10 Haziran 2015 giinli gergeklesen Bahar Giini'nde
(Spring Day) arkadaslarinin oylari sonucunda, bu senenin
Kraligesi Sude Karading, Krali ise Kerem Dogurga

secildi. 22 Haziran 2015 tarihinde ise okulumuz ayri bir
térene ev sahipligi etti. Lise Mezuniyet Toéreni'nde yiiz

elli bir son sinif 6grencimizi yeni bir gelecege ugurladik.
Amfitiyatromuzun buyuli atmosferinde gerceklesen
térende konusma yapan Turkiye Barolar Birligi Baskani
Metin Feyzioglu, yeni mezunlarimiza gelecekleriile ilgili
dnemli mesajlar verdi. ilk 5 6grencimizin ddiillendirildigi
gecede Kutay Nazli Atatiirk Od(ili'niin sahibi oldu.
Téren yeni mezunlarimizin keplerini cogkuyla havaya
firlatmalariyla son buldu. 2015 Mezunlarimiza yeni
hayatlarinda basarilar diliyoruz.
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On June 10, we celebrated our Spring Day on which the
King and the Queen were announced. Sude Karading was
chosen as the Queen and Kerem Dogurga as the King, by
their classmates. On June 22, we held another traditional
ceremony- The L4 Commencement. One hundred-
fifty-one senior students were in their caps and gowns
surrounded by the fascinating atmosphere of our amphi,
ready for a new stage in their lives. Our guest speaker,
Metin Feyzioglu gave remarkable messages to our
graduates. The top five students were received awards for
their academic achievement which included Kutay Nazli
who headed this list and therefore additionally received
the Atatlrk Award. We wish the Class of 2015 great
success in their future!
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Bahar Giinii 2015,

Kralice Sude Karading

ve Kral Kerem Dogurga

Spring Day 2015,

May Queen Sude Karadinc and
May King Kerem Dogurga.
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SUDE KARADINGC

Mezuniyet Konusmasi Commencement Address

Sayin 6gretmenlerim, sevgili 2015
Mezunlari ve degerli konuklar,

Cogunuz bilir. Bu kampdis her yil binlerce
renge birindr.

Okulun acildigi ilk birkag ayda dokilen
yapraklarla “sariya ve turuncuya”, yil icinde
“yesilin bin bir tonuna”, Bahar Glini'nde
"pembeye ve maviye” glzel bir yaz
aksaminda da "agik maviye” ev sahipligi
yapar.

Her birinin ayri bir gtizelligi ve anlami vardir
ama amfinin “acik mavi”ye birindigu yaz
aksaminda “bazi seyler” artik cok farkhidir.
Bogazlara dizilen diglimler gibi hafizalara
dizilen onlarca ani, sik sik patlayan flaglar,
yuzlerde gurur, yureklerde hizin...
Karsimda hakki 6denemeyecek ailelerimiz,
onimde ise 151 yapboz pargasi birlegsmis,
gorilebilecek en glzel tabloyu olusturuyor.
Oturduklari alanin sikisikhigindan degil, “Bir
daha ne zaman bir araya geliriz belli olmaz”
tereddiduyle birbirlerine kenetlenmisler.
Benimse yanagimda makyajimi kendisine
hapsetmis boyundan buytk islere kalkisan
kiiglk bir gbzyasi var. Yine de lzglin
goérinmemek icin icten ice cabalarken;

5 yildir sikintilari sikintilarima yoldas olan
bitin dénem arkadaslarim adina konusma
yaparken zorlaniyorum.

Sozler kifayetsiz, cimleler noktasiz,
virglllerle uzayip giderken herkesin
gozlerinde ayni Unlem, kafalarda ise soru
isaretleri: Bitti mi?

Asla... Hangi lisenin Secil Hanim'i, gecenin
bir saatinde "N'apicam ben?” diye kapisini
caldigimda bana kucak acar? Hangi Irmak
Hanim hayatima dair her detayi bilir ve

ilk 5 birarada.

Top 5 all toge hgr]
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benimle aglar? Hangi Didem Hanim
duvarina fotografimi asarak binlerce
6grencisinin arasindan kendimi 6zel
hissetmemi saglar? Ya da hangi 6grenci “Su
hayattaki en buylk idoliin kim” sorusuna
asla unutamayacagi "Anet Gomel” cevabini
verir? iste bu ylzden; okulu eve, ofisi
odaya, 6gretmeni aileye dénistiren izmir
Amerikan Koleji'nde diploma, asla “bitis
cizgisi” degildir.

Kuglkken arkasina siginip saklambacg
oynadigimiz, bu sene ise Bazaar Day'de

dekorlari astigimiz bu adaclar simdi bize
cok sey gosteriyor: Ozellikle de, hayata
atildigimizda basimizdan hangi mevsim
gecerse gegsin kokleri saglam ulu agaclar
gibi dimdik durmayi!

Clnkd bizler bu kamplste gecirdigimiz bes
guzel yil boyunca hep cabaladik.
Yorulduk, “bitsin artik su sinavlar” dedik
ama pes etmedik, direndik. Yeri geldi
alkisladik, yeri geldi alkislandik... Ama
hepsinden énemlisi biz 2015 mezunlari
olarak her zaman "birlik olduk”.

Okuduk. Yaratilani yaradandan &tiri
sevmek nasildir, Sheakspeare olmak
nasildir, Birinci Dinya Savasi'na katilmig
olmak nasildir, okuduk ve 6grendik.
Kafaya taktik. Sahneye ¢ikmayi kafaya
taktik. Veysi Usta’'nin elimize déner
tutusturmasindan 5 kilo alinca kilo vermeyi
kafaya taktik. Daha yuksek not almayi kafaya
taktik.

Duyduk. Seni seviyoruz, hatta sen ne
yaparsan yap, kim olursan ol sevecegiz
dediler. "Ogrenmek icin katil, hizmet icin
ayril” bizim mottomuz dediler; ama sonuna
her zaman eklediler, "Asla kopma bizden”
diye. Yeri geldi “Kug¢ik hanim o etek boyu
ne dyle” dediler, yeri geldi “gelmis gegmis
en yaramaz dénem, bas agrilarim ama

ilk g6z agnlarimsiniz” dediler. Hepsini
duyduk...

Sevdik... Cok sevdik. Ne yapilmasi
gerekiyorsa bu sevda ugruna, hakkiyla
yaptik, sonuna kadar...

Simdi ¢ikarken su kapidan son kez:
Biliyoruz.

Yolun sonundayiz ama aslinda hig
baslamadik. Uzaktan sevmeye, sevilmeye
devam edecegiz. Her sey degistiginde,
orijinal halimizi bilip seven birilerine ihtiyag
duyacagiz.

iste 0 zaman ulu énder Atatiirk'iin
o6grencilerini yurtdisina yollarken dedigini
yapacak ve ‘birer kivilcim olarak gittigimiz
yerlerden birer alev olarak’ donecegiz.

O giin gelene dek, bugiin son kez
aranizdan ayrilmadan dnce bu egitim
yuvasinda bizlere okuma olanagi saglayan,
her animizda destek olup bugiinimuzde
de bizi yalniz birakmayan ailelerimize,

bes yil boyunca her birimize farkli 6zellik
ve guzellik agilayan, bizleri emek emek
dokuyan tim 6gretmenlerimize, kocaman
yirekleriyle okulun her bir késesinde iz
birakan tim calisanlarimiza, 2015 mezunlari
adina sonsuz tesekkir ediyorum.

Simdilik hosca kalin...

DERIN GUZEL

Mezuniyet Konusmasi Commencement Address

Dear friends, teachers and guests,

Today, | stand before you proud that | am
graduating from high school but more proud
that | finally managed to finish writing this
speech. In all honesty, it wasn't easy at all.

I have looked up so many funny opening
lines and wise ending remarks and | have
watched so many graduation speeches online
that thebestcommencementsever.com is
now on my hit-list. Having watched enough
commencement speakers delivering 10
minute long speeches for a lifetime, | realized
two main things they had all in common.

1. Commencement speakers often begin their
speeches by literally horrifying the graduating
class by saying that high school is not even
close to a preview of real life. They stress that
we are just beginning our real lives. This is

not something |, a 19-year-old girl filled with
enthusiasm that she has finally accomplished
something in that she is graduating form high
school, want to hear which is exactly why I am
not going to terrify you by talking about how
challenging the real life is.

2. The second thing they all had in common
was their speeches were full of advice. | am
not going to do that either for three exact
reasons:

-Who am | to give you advice? Really, what do
I know? I am just as lost as you are.

- I know what is like to be 19 and bombarded
with millions of never ending lectures about
what your life goals should be. Seriously,

if my dad tells me to major in mechatronic
engineering or some other rocket science
related discipline of engineering for one more
time, | will risk being broke for the rest of my
life and change my major to art history.

- And lastly, | am not going to give you advice
here because regardless of how extremely
anxious you feel about being lost, | know you
are not going to listen to me anyways. You,
not me not your parents not your friends YOU
are sitting in the driver’s seat of your life and
luckily you don't have an accredited driving
instructor sitting shotgun and bossing you
around about what to do to, which way to turn
and how to start your car on a hill.

I know you are clueless but that's okay. It is
okay to not know what your next big step in
life is. It is okay to stare with blank eyes when
asked about where you see yourselfin 5
years -that is of course unless you are in the

middle of a job interview-. We are 19 and this
is exactly how we should be feeling about

future; clueless and lost. | know there are
some of you who already have precisely set
plans about the future. | am sorry to tell you
that | don't envy you and your plans because
life is what happens when you are making
those plans. At the moment, | don't have a
plan. I just have a ticket to New York and a
place to stay at the University of Pennsylvania.
Does this frighten me? Yes. How can it not?
You know what a perfectionist | am who cant
live without her school calendar. So to keep
my sanity, | tell myself that | have a plan; a
plan -quoting john green here and making
the English department proud that someone’s
actually reading their bulletin board- to go to
seek a great perhaps.

The road to success and happiness is often
long and circuitous, and the groundwork

is generally tedious, but | believe it will
ultimately pay off. My Great Perhaps is what
motivates me to try harder and stay on-track.
I'm aware that my journey is not fully mapped
out and that there are no guarantees, but |
will try to keep a rough plan in mind. While
my success and happiness in life partially
depends on luck and forces outside my
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control, | will try and take all the steps that |
can to maximize my chances. | will try to chase
after every other opportunity and live my life
to the fullest as | wait for a specific moment,
my Great Perhaps, whatever it might be. It
could be finally getting that job or meeting
my future husband. I am not sure what it will
be; but| know it is out there and my plan is
to stay enthusiastic to seek it. Friends, you will
never have more energy or enthusiasm, hair,
or brain cells than you have today. Therefore

I strongly suggest you, not advice you, to the
same when you leave ACl and start your own
perpetual journey. Seek your great perhaps
and everything will turn out just as if it was part
of a perfect plan.

As you go along in this journey, you will leave
places and people behind and it is never
going to be easy.

| can't promise you that leaving ACl is going to
be easy either and that you are not going to
miss the times you have had here ever since
you step foot in this campus. And the worst
part is you are not only going to miss the
people you love but also miss the person you
are at this time and place. Quite honestly my
friends, it is going to suck so much in the first
3 to 6 months that you will do anything to be
a Lise 3 student again. Sadly, | cant promise
you that realizing that there is nothing you
can do except for inventing a time machine
to go back to Lise 3 to have the time of your
life will be easy; but the graduating class of
2015 | promise you this one day in retrospect,
you will forget about your complaints and the
years of struggle: you will realize how lucky
you were to be a part of this family. You will
understand how lucky you were to perform
on that stage, to go on to that school trip
abroad, to spend hours during Bazaar Day
preparations or to simply sit in the beacon
pool area and relax with your friends during
the 15-minute break. You will realize how lucky
you were to share such great memories with
such great people and to call this place home.
One day you will realize how fortunate you
were to have something that makes saying
goodbye so hard.

[tis true that together we have come a long
way from where we began but it is also true
that each of us will go longer ways while
seeking our individual Great Perhaps. So the
class of 2015 I wish you all the best in your
future endeavours and hope to hear all about
your Great Perhaps when | see you again. Let
the best of the past be the worst of the future.
Thank you.
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